Report of the National  Conference on

 “Orchid Genetic Diversity :Conservation & Commercialization”

The recently concluded two day UGC-sponsored National Conference on Orchid Genetic Diversity: Conservation and Commercialization was organized by the department of Botany, VPM’s B.N.  Bandodkar College of Science, Thane on 11th and 12th December, 2009. Planning for this event began well over a year ago and the conference was announced on 3rd December, 2008 by our principal Dr.(Mrs.) M.K.Pejaver.

The two preparatory workshops were conducted on 8th August and 19th September, 2009 in Thorle Bajirao Peshwe Sabhagruha and Patanjali Sabhagruha, respectively.

Participation : The national conference on 11th and 12th December, 2009 was attended by 171 delegates and student participants from 3 national institutions, 4 universities, 18 colleges, 2 scientific societies  and 2 NGOs.

There were delegates and invitees from different parts of India namely from Bangalore, Chandigarh, Dharwad, Kolkata, Kumaon, Nasik, Pune, Thiruvananthapuram, etc. The major chunk of participation was from surrounding areas viz., Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Thane district.

Some of the prominent institutions and universities represented through participations in this conference were,

1. Botanical Survey of India: Head office, Kolkata

2. Botanical Survey of India: Western Circle, Sub Centre, Pune

3. Chandigarh University

4. Karnataka University

5. Kumaon University

6. Mumbai University

7. The Orchid Society of India, Chandigarh

8. The Orchid Society of Karnataka, Bangalore

9. Tropical Botanical Garden and Research Institute (TBGRI), Thiruvananthapuram

Conduct of the National Conference:  Day 1: 11th December, 2009

Registrations followed by a quick breakfast, began at 8:30 in the morning.

Inaugural Session: 

The Inaugural session began at 9:30 AM sharp, as announced. The conference had an auspicious beginning with invocations to Goddess Saraswati and traditional lighting of lamps. This was followed by felicitations of dignitaries and invitees.

Dr.(Mrs.) M.S. Mulgaonkar, the convener of the conference, welcomed the dignitaries, guests and the august gathering.

In his inaugural address Shri. M. Y. Gokhale welcomed the gathering on behalf of Vidya Prasarak Mandal, Thane and announced the auspicious opening of the conference. 

Principal Dr.(Mrs.) M. K. Pejaver, in her inaugural address highlighted activities of our management and college, in the field of education, besides extending a warm welcome to all.

This was followed by Inaugural address by the Chief Guest Prof. S. P. Vij, NASI Senior Scientist, Platinum Jubilee Fellow and Secretary, The Orchid Society of India. In his address he lauded the positive efforts taken by the management and college towards organizing and hosting this conference. 

As has been our tradition, proceedings of the conference were released during the inaugural function, at the hands of Prof. S. P. Vij , Dr. M. Sanjappa, Director, Botanical Survey of India, Kolkata and dignitaries on the dias.

Dr. G. T. Dabhade, Ex Head of the Botany Department, who pioneered research on orchids in Bandodkar College was felicitated by Prof. S. P. Vji on this occasion. 

The keynote address by Dr. M. Sanjappa, Director, BSI, Kolkata was titled Studies on Indian Orchids : Government of India  Initatives . The speaker lead the attentive  audience on a tour of pioneer research and researchers,  botanists and orchidologists from colonial to present times as well as the facilities for research related work available at BSI.

This was followed by the vote of thanks by Dr. Moses Kolet, Organizing Secretary of the conference.

Poster Session & Session – II

The next session, viz. poster session commenced at 11.30 a.m. 27 participants had collectively displayed 13 posters depicturing their surveys and research work on the theme of the conference.  Dr. M Sanjappa. Prof. S. P. Vij and Dr. C. Sathish Kumar  , Sr. scientist, TBGRI, judged this session. Judges were briefed on the contents of their respective posters by the participants. Certificates of merit were awarded to the best poster presentations.

The poster session was followed by a talk on Chromosomal Dynamism in Indian Orchids by Prof. S. P. Vij .  This session on the genetic aspect of orchids was chaired by  Dr. M. Sanjappa. Dr. Niranjana Murthy, Department of Botany, Karnataka University, officiated as rapporteur.

The session was followed by the conference lunch wherein participants and student delegates freely interacted with invitees, researchers and orchidologists. 

The talk that followed was delivered by Dr. C. Sathish Kumar, Sr. Scientist, TBGRI, Thiruvananthapuram, and was titled “ Many  Worlds of Orchids : Genetic diversity.”  The colourful presentation was made  lively by the several live specimens of orchids in flower, he had kindly carried with him.  Dr. S. Hegde, President, Orchid  Society of Karnataka chaired this session and Dr. Jessy Pius, Reader in Botany, Ruia College, functioned as rapporteur. This was followed by a brief tea break. 

In the next talk, Dr. Sadananda Hegde  deliberated on  “Conservation of Orchid Diversity and their management”. He also covered the legal aspects in his deliberations. Prof. S. P Vij chaired this part of the session. Dr. (Mrs) Geetha Menon, Reader, R.K.T college was the rapporteur. 

DAY  - 2   12TH DECEMBER, 2009

The session began at 9.00 am with an address by Prof. S.P. Vij titled,  “Orchids and Tissue Culture : Conservation and commercialization”.  This address covered aspects such as tissue culture, genetic  mutations and synthetic seeds.  Dr. M. Sanjappa chaired this part of the session and Dr. Behnaz Patel, Head of the Botany Department, Ruia College functioned as rapporteur.

In the next invited lecture titled  “Many Worlds of Orchids: Hybridization”  Dr. Sathish Kumar discussed genetic hybridization of orchids and allied aspects.  Dr. S. Hegde chaired this part of the session and Dr. Niranjana Murthy was the rapporteur. 

Dr. Niranjana Murthy conducted the next talk on “Application of Bioreactor technology for large scale propagation of jewel orchid”.  Various biotechnological aspects viz. - bioreactors  and vessels for mass propagation of orchids were discussed in this talk.  Dr. Sathish Kumar chaired the session and Dr. Meeta Bhot officiated as rapporteur. 

The tea break that followed saw interaction among participants. 

Dr. S. Hegde, President ,The Orchid Society of Karnataka conducted the next session.  His talk was titled  “Cultivation and farming of Selected Orchids for Trade”.  He stressed upon simplified technology, for the cultivation of orchids, for laymen and farmers.  Dr. P. G. Diwakar, Dy. Director, BSI Pune, chaired the session and Dr. Aruna Rai, Reader in Botany, CHM college, Ulhasnagar was the rapporteur. 

 Dr. Mrs  Mulgaonkar, Convener of this national conference enthralled the gathering with her presentation titled, “Palynological Observations under SEM of some orchids from Western ghats”.  She talked on Palynological aspects and uniqueness of pollen in orchids observed by her. This was followed by lunch which again gave an opportunity to participants and delegates to interact and share their research experiences.

After lunch Dr. S. Hegde and Dr. C. Sathish Kumar judged the paintings exhibited by school children as a part of the Orchid Painting Competition conducted on 10th December, 2009 as a prelude to conference.  Two prizes were announced, to the best entries from each category.  The photographs of orchids exhibited under the “ Orchid Photography Competition” were also judged by the same judges and the best entries were awarded merit certificates. 

The Oral paper presentation (competition) was the next event in the programme.  Dr. S. Hegde and Dr. Sathish Kumar officiated as judges for this competition.  7 papers were presented by students and young researchers.  3 best presentations were awarded merit certificates.

The oral paper presentation competition was followed by an address by Dr. P. G. Diwakar, Dy. Director, BSI Pune, on “Vegetation of Andaman and Nicobar Island : Orchids”.  He mesmerized the gathering with his presentation that also included geographical aspects. 

The valedictory session began with a welcome address by Dr. M. S. Mulgaonkar the convener of the conference.  Dr. P. G. Diwakar Dy. Director, Botanical Survey of India, Western Circle, Pune, the chief guest for the  occasion, gave the valedictory address.  Dr. Sathish Kumar, Sr. Scientist, TBGRI, Thiruvananthapuram and Dr. S. Hegde, president, ‘The Orchid Society of Karnataka’ also spoken on the occasion and thanked the management and college for efficient organization and conduct of the National Conference.  Delegates from different institutions gave their feedbacks regarding the conference.  Merit Certificates were awarded to the best entries in the various competitions conducted during the conference in the valedictory session. The session concluded with the vote of thanks to all who rendered a helping hand towards success of the conference, by Dr. Moses Kolet, Organizing Secretary of th conference, followed by “Pasayadan”recital by Mrs Reshma Gokhale assisted by Ms Shalaka on the violin.

Orchid painting competition :
An “Orchid painting competition for school children was organized on 10th December, 2009 as a prelude and part of the national conference.  The competition was also open to children of staff members the teaching and non-teaching staff. This competition was co-sponsored by Rotary Club of Thane Uptown. 50 children  from 15 schools in Thane city, Navi Mumbai, and Thane district participated in this competition.  The children were grouped into 4 categories namely a) pre-primary, b) Std. I to IV c) Std. V to VII  d) Std VIII to X . There were two prizes for the best entries in each category. Dr. C Sathish Kumar, Sr. Scientist TBGRI Thiruvananthapuram, Editor, Vanda GABA magazine published by the Guild of Asian Botanical Artists and Dr. S. Hegde, President of the Orchid Society of Karnataka judged this competition.    All participants were awarded participation certificates immediately after the competition.

The children gathered with their respective painting material in the department of Botany and completed their paintings of orchids at this venue. The competition and conference received publicity in the press.

Note :- The convener and organizing secretary are extremely thankful to UGC, our parent body, Vidya Prasarak Mandal, Thane , Dr. (Mrs) M. K. Pejaver, Principal, B. N. Bandodkar College, Thane, all our co-sponsors and donors, members of national and local organizing committees and each and every teaching and non-teaching staff member of the Department of Botany for co-operation rendered for this National Conference. 

Dr.(Mrs) M. S. Mulgaonkar       



 Dr. Moses Kolet.                      

         Convener                        



 Organizing Secretary                            
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