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““India has been the home of many
religions. But, for centuries the religigon of ancient
India was Hinduism. It has permeated the whole
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of life of the people and is so rich and wide and
deep and complex that even the sharpest minds
get lost and ask whether it is one religion or
many religions.

They are unable to grasp the fundamental
truth underdying this great religion to perceive
the unity in the multitndinous variety, the one

The Gods of India :

Hinduim has been a great binding and
unifying force for the nation. Vishnu, the all
pervading, all sustaining Godhead, Shiva, the
Lord of Tapas, of divine dertruction, Ganesha
of divine knowledge, always the first to be
worshipped, whether in the north or the southe,
the east or the west, and Hanuman, the faithful
servitor of the Divine, the destroyer of all
obstacles - none of these gods is alien to any
Indian and therefore no place is alien to him,
whatever may be his state of origin. The legends
are common heritage and what the traveller finds
in actual practice the devotee remembers in
his daily prayer, that his own god and deity is
worshipped in all parts of the land.

The following passage, dear to every
devout. Hindu, enumerater the various places
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of Shaiva worship scattered throughout the
whole of India :
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supreme behind not only the thirty million gods
but behind every object in the universe, the one
who can be approached through as many paths
as there are persons. This "Synthetic Vision of
Hinduism", has found some of its most beautiful
expressions in the forms in which the Supreme
is worshipped.

Ardhanariswara, Hara-Hari, Trimurti. It
would be difficult to find a religion which has been
the source of such a great unity and diversity in
a people."

rept sIgcruaiast fo=ft fesm siean, fomm fedet.
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““The boundaries of conntries may change

with political fluctuations. But there is also a
deeper reality behind which the forms seek to
realise and to manifset.

The Map of true India includes Pakistan,
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Burma and
Sri Lanka

In spite of the present circumstances they
are all one in their soul and spirit.”

- The Mother

The Mother in front of India's Map

Beyond the physical unity lies a deeper
unity - the cultural. A nation, like an individual,
has its longings and seekings, its likes and
feelings, its joy of life and power of manifestation.
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These find their expression in the people, their
character, their literature, their philosophy, their
arts, their festivals and their celebrations. It is
fascinating to see how India is culturally a single
rich enlity with its own distinctive expressions.

TEME 3Rfag Faudm -
Mother India is not a piece of earth;
She is a Power, a Godhead
- Sri. Aurobindo
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Social Science Journals from 60 scholary
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