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Lobbying for Lethargy - the Fossil Fuel Lobby and
Climate Change Negotiations
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are st the mem

the Climate Council iz a secret. In fact, the
Climate Council is

s, and Blow whose clenls are
Du Pont, Exon, Texaco and

In addition to these industry umbrella gr
Mumbhhyhhacﬂngmbehﬂloihﬁm
trade association such as the Americal Petro-
leum Institule and the Edison Eleciric Institue.

ng change.

'é'rma'limudo the Us-bnmf C’rli:a;s Erm a
ound whﬁd-nplm o salurate -
ver Miga?ﬁtmpd? Economic Sum-
mit with 5,00,000 leaflets warning of the dire

bodies are spandh‘rg Hﬂ‘j"
dollars challenging the science of climate

change and disseminating propaganda con-
the allegedly disasirous economic im-

the world (and specifically
mm:lﬂ mﬂu&:&hnialam
lo reduce emissions of climate change gases.
The Arguments
The fossial fuel lobby has been active behind
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the scenes since 1989 and has focussed its
effots on four major arguments:

3. Responding effectively to clmate change is
expensive

4. There's no point in the industrial world doing
anything o curb emission alﬂl:aal; i
gases, since developing count

and India will ndamgwdll'mhnﬂﬂnp-
ping gases in the fulure.

Asthe science has firmed up through the 1990s
ﬁmarwmgmmwm
arguments have effectively collapsed.
are only used for puhicposh.t:?hehm
briefed audiences while being effectively
scientific consensus around climate change is
now essentially unshakable,
The abandonment of eMeclive scientific dissent
has forced the fossil fuel tore-emphasise
Mmmﬂn:hwm 1o point an accu-
satory finger at the workd, especially
mﬁmmnm indusirial po-
tential, India and China { and this despite the
fact that per capita emission of greenhouse
gases in countries is one twentieth of US

por capita emissions)
These econmic af against combating
up exireme

visions ol industrial collapse un-
600,00 job losses is the
favoured figure of the Global Chimate Coalition)
but show Ittle grasp of real world economics,
As the Union of Concemed Scentists in the
United Stales has pointed out, “This new myth
is being rolled out by a business lobby group
the and its alies, now that their strategy
of trying to discrodit climate change science has
faded... they switched from promaoting junk sci-
encé to pitching junk econmics.”
“The economic models thal ate these dine
forecasts are doe mmmm
the only way 1 emissions is by the an
enormous carbon tax, in reality, the United
States and other countrios are hkely o use a
range of fiscal, research, informational, incen-
tive and regulalory m lo achieve cost-sl-
fectve emission 1 ons.

“The models also grossly underestimale the

F

mﬁydmumiomﬁmm

ol technical innovations that we've seen in the
past in response o other major environmental

Once national standards have been set-
whether to reduce air poliution, to chean out our
fivers and streams of to protect the siralo-

ozone layer-Americal business and in-

Ignoring the alternatives

Ilmhmﬁﬂﬂzw.ﬂmmmammq-
mam;l;{ma fossil fued lobby's economic
arguments, that they are all too willing to sim-
g?waqmmm mm'm
mmm‘wm Any business
activity that can thrive without fossil fuels is sim-
ply dmmﬁMﬂbmﬁ the fossil lobby
1o peedict the economic losses
m1m from inaction on climale
ance rom o
related disasters.
As recently as February, 1997, 2000 econo-
mists, including six Nobel lawreates, signed a
slalement that the US should join other
nations lo take measures to slow climale

and agreed that "preventable ans
Whmmwf_fﬂ:ﬁm

he costs. Policy options are avallable that

would slow climale witholt harming em-

of US lving standards, and these may
economically beneficial in the long run.”
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cal s of § e,
St oo ihe e nosatsed workd s
take the lead in combating climate change by
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.
Taking the Gloves Off

tha fossil fuel lobbyists sare capable
of superficin ﬁﬂmﬂoﬂ
climate change, they are also willing to tackle
the dirty business of and

ing disinformation. M i'u:

ter eighl. The accusalions were in fact un-
founded and GCC has lost credibilty as a re-
ault of its tactics. As one climatologist pointed
out; "They can't attack the science, so they at.
tack the scientists”.

Yol te the millions ol fossil fuel dollars
for Inaction, the GCC s yet to
derad the infernations i and 15 be-

hy With, US Under-Secrotary of State for
Glabal Affairs, has dismissed the
other fossil fued lobly groups as 5 and

Wmﬂﬁmmm ond
ing climate change stlence” while Tho
New York ' described the GCC

as wig-
ing a * systomatic of disinformation”,
And even more iroubling .
@umwmmmmm

mambers - BP America and the Arizona
Public Service Company - wha seemed lo find
the streat-fighting style of GCC il-tied to thel
oWn corporalie positions.

ner":;um n guide 1o ellectiveness and the
tha more

o umbrella body, the ICCP, well
t?gq ing in the Iu'm;?ll‘.'m

1o get its own way. The secretive Climate Coun-
cil s also working hard 1o ensure that itle in-
ternational action will taken on clmale

and can be oxpected 1o be active throughout
1997 and beyond.

Lobbying for a Fulure

In contrast 1o the for lathargy' con-
ducted by the hu;m there are altor-

e | A o)
working for real nction in mnunln:n gasos
which cause climate change Thmmam

tainable E:u:wu%wa (BCSEF) and the Eu-

ropean esen! indusirios thal wil
thrive under a intemational regime for
controlling greenhouse gases, such as indus-
tries mnumm enet mwmm
uwdong. B are on
behalf of commercial sactors which bur?nu
themselves to bo particularly vulnerable 1o the
effects ol climate change, inlly thie insur-
ance and reinsurance indusires with thelr need
10 assess the In of extreme weather
m.mma.mﬂ-mmmhyyam
can successiully counter the influence of

fossil lobby In 1997, fuelled as it is by millions

. of dollars, remains an open question.

1997 Is a critical year lor international nolgoha
lions on climate change. It culminates in the
conference ol Parties in Kyoto in December
where binding commitments to targets and
timescales for reducing the emissions of cimate
change gases are meant to be agreed, The fos-
:I;hldhbb,'ﬂ b there in hmﬁm'ﬂ
of prebminary meoling in-
mmwmmnmmﬁtmd
7 Economic Summil in Derver and Earth Sum-
mit 1| in New York. The fossi lobby will argue in
the face of scientific consensus that o
chango science is flawed, the industralised
world will be bankrupted if it takes action and
that the ing woeld is the major villain,
None of these posttions are frue and the real
price of laking no action lo combat climate
chango will be catastrophic for our civilisation,
leaing millions dead, homeless of impover-
ished povenshed Litimately, the govemmaents
of tha world must decide whether (o aliow the
b TUE,
0 prevail, of o8 n-
ﬂaﬁnu hﬁﬂ? on w:!ﬂngwnbli:nu u}u tu:[m
whg{umm working for, The fu.
tura wdﬂu&ﬁnhhthﬁrm
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