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NCC ORGANIZES
DRILL
COMPETITION IN
JOSHI-BEDEKAR
COLLEGE

The

National ~ Cadet
Corps (NCC) unit of Joshi-
Bedekar College organized
a Drill Competition in the
college campus on the 6th
of December, 2017.

Ten colleges and one
school had participated in
the competition.

Principal Dr. (Mrs.)
Suchitra Naik inaugurated
the event, while the
commanding officer of the 1
MAH Naval Unit (Mumbai
B-Group), Captain V. K.
Shukla, was the chief guest.

The first prize was bagged
by Bandodkar College’s
Army Boys, while the
second and the third prizes
went to Shankar Narayan
College, Bhayandar, and
K. M. Agrawal College,
Kalyan, respectively.

WDC TEACHES
WOMEN TO DEFEND
THEMSELVES

The Women’s
Development Cell (WDC)
of Joshi-Bedekar College
invited two trainers to
impart self-defence lessons
to all the female members
of the Cell. The sessions
shall be held monthly.

DLLE VENTURES INTO
BENEVOLENT SERVICE

Department of Life Long
Learning and Extension
(DLLE) of Joshi-Bedekar
College and its members
have volunteered to teach
underprivileged school
students on a weekly basis.

Exercises such as reading,
writing, and speaking are
taught to the students by
the volunteer teachers.

SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN: A MEMBERS OF 1TA
CLEAN SWEEP FOR INDIA

The entire country accepts the challenge to fulﬁl Gandhu/ s dream of a cleaner India

Mahatma Gandhi
has rightly said, “Be the
change you want to see in
the world” Following his
words, a new wave emerged
in India when the newly
elected Prime Minister,
Mr. Narendra Modi picked
up a broom and initiated a
vision which brought the
citizens of India together
to turn this vision into a
reality. The Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan was launched
on 2nd October, 2014
by PM Modi in Rajghat,
New Delhi. The goal of
this mission is to make
India Open Defecation
Free (ODF) and to clean
up every street, road and
corner of the country by
October 2, 2019 which is
the 150th birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi.

What is Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan?

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
is divided into two parts

where  Swachh  Bharat
Abhiyan (Rural) comes
under the Ministry of
Drinking and Sanitation
while The Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan (Urban) is
monitored by Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs.
4041  statutory cities
and towns have initially
participated in the mission.
According to the Swachh
Sarvekshan conducted
between January 4, 2017
to February 7, 2017, the

performance of 500 cities
was evaluated out of
which Indore, Bhopal, and
Vishakhapatnam  ranked
among the top three cities.
Rs. 90 billion are assigned
for this mission in the 2016
Union Budget for India. For
every toilet constructed,
an incentive of 315,000
was provided to a BPL
family. Besides this, the
World bank, International
Monetary Fund, as well as
many private companies
including Tata Consulting
Services, Mahindra Group,

etc. joined hands with the
government to compete the
mission.

PM Modi, in 2014,
nominated nine public
figures as the brand

ambassadors who further
elected nine public figures
and produced a chain to
propagate the mission
to the masses. He also
nominated organizations
such as Institute of
Chartered  Accountants
of India, Eenadu group as
well as the dabbawallas of
Mumbai.

An overview of the
mission:

As the mission
commenced, A Swachh
Bharat run was organized
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi on October 2, 2014.
1500 people participated in
the run which was flagged
by then President Pranab
Mukherjee.  Cleanliness
drives were launched in

various cities of India
including Varanasi, Delhi,
Mumbai, etc.

The #MyCleanIndia
was launched as a part
of the mission. PM Modi
said, “Kids are the biggest
ambassadors of Swachh
Bharat Mission,” in relation
to which 5 school girls
from Bengaluru developed
amobile app named Sellixo
in 2015. It helps to sell and
buy dry waste. Their efforts
were applauded by PM
Modi.

Till August 2017, 149
districts and 2.08 lakh
villages ~were declared
ODF. Door-to-door solid
waste collection in urban
areas rose to over 50 per
cent. 20,000 volunteers are
working across urban local
bodies while more than a
lakh volunteered for the
mission in rural India.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 03

Renowned journalist Raju Parulekar enthrals

Prathamesh Deshpande,
TYBMM

Celebrated  journalist
and political analyst Raju
Parulekar (picturised)
visited Joshi-Bedekar
College on October 7 to
deliver his views on Indian
Journalism - Past, Present,
and Future, which was a
part of the VN Bedekar
Lecture  Series. People
from different walks of life,
like literature, economics,
geography, media, among
many.

Mr. Parulekar opened his
speech by giving a mantra

to a crowd of Bachelor of
Mass Media students of the
college, the journalists of
tomorrow - a question that
they could ask themselves
when they’re in a difficult
situation and don’t know

how to act on it: “What
is the worst that could
happen? If you haven't
done anything wrong,
nothing wrong will happen
to you”
Talking

about the

audience in Memorial lecture

journalism of the past, he
said that back during the
freedom struggle in India,
the journalists fought for
us, some of them being

politicians. “Half of the
press then was all about
arousing  the  masses

against the British. The
other half belonged to the
British  themselves,” he
added. While touching
on the journalism during
the Emergency Era he
mentioned a dialogue
he had with Mr. Govind
Talvalkar, a veteran
journalist. “Mr. Talvalkar

Kon’nichiwa and ni hao, Joshi-Bedekar College!

Shireen Khan, FYBMM

An Indo-Asian cultural
linkage  program  was
organized in Joshi-Bedekar
College throughout the
year. In accordance to
which series of seminars
were conducted to increase
the cultural ties between
the nations of Asian
heritage and India.

Indo-Japanese Meet:

Vidya Prasarak
Mandal and Kyoto
Sangyo University, Japan
conducted a  culture
exchange program. This
program was held at
Joshi-Bedekar College in
the Panani Auditorium
on the 14th and 15th of
September, 2017.

The program included
a panel discussion on
similarities and differences

between the Indian and

Japanese cultures. In the
beginning, Prof. Shiga and
the students from Japan
introduced themselves
in Hindi. They said that
they’re visiting India to
learn more about Indian
literature.

He talked about the
Indo-Japanese relationship,
and also about the religion
followed in Japan ie.
Buddhism.Yoga has been a
common link between the

two countries. The session
was concluded after the
felicitation of Prof. Shiga
and all the students from
Kyoto Sangyo University.

Indo-China Meet:

A guest lecture on
Sanskrit studies in China
by Prof. Dr. Zhen Liu
was conducted on the
4th and 5th December,
2017. VPM’s chairperson
Dr. Vijay Bedekar, along
Principal Prof. Dr. Suchitra
A. Naik, was present

]oshl Bedekar opts for

Rutuja Chandvadkar,
TYBMM

Every single element in
this world goes through
a transformation. Things
change for better; to adapt
and to improvise, every
system undergoes this
change which ultimately
gives  positive  results.
Similarly, for any village,
city, state, or a nation to
develop, it needs to adapt
the constant of change.
After PM  Narendra
Modi launched the 100
Smart Cities Mission’ in

2015, cities across the
country geared up to
make themselves citizen-
friendly and sustainable.

Not only governmental
organizations but
private entities, too, are

aggressively working on to
complete the mission and
excel their respective cities.

Thane, too, is emerging
as a Smart City and has
gone through amazing
transformation in these
past few decades. VPM’s K.
G. Joshi & N. G. Bedekar
College has been constantly
contributing to the Smart

City campaign from the
day it has been launched.
Until last year, the
college provided students
with identity cards
which  comprised  of
basic information of the
students. Later, in the
academic year 2009-2010,
the college introduced
Smart Cards. This Smart
Card made every facility in
the college easily accessible
to the students and also
for the staff and library
members. The  smart
card was installed with a
barcode and chip which

during  the  seminar.
English department head,
Prof. Pramod Kharate
introduced and welcomed
the dignitaries. Prof. Dr.
Zhen Liu is a professor
at Fudan university for
Humanity studies and is
also a Sanskrit scholar.
While talking about the
influence  of  Sanskrit
language in China, he
said, “The epics Ramayana
and Mahabharata are an
integral part of the belief
system in India and have
a favourable readership
in China too. The credit
for this goes to many
interpreters and scholars”.

He also mentioned
the interpreter and
scholar ~ Prof.  Zeeyan

Linzi who has translated
the entire transcript of
Ramayana, Shakuntala and

Panchtantra in Chinese.
While Prof. Liu also
applauded the works of
Prof. Zu who translated
Upanishads and  Prof.
Baoshing Hu Aang who
translated =~ Mahabharata
in Chinese. He mentioned
Indian scholars
Dharmanand Kosambi and
Prabodhkumar Bagchi and
the contribution in their
respective fields.

Students learn ancient
manuscripts of Sanskrit
and of Buddhist religion,
medicine, music to Indian
art and culture at Fudan

University.

Dr.  Vijay  Bedekar
concluded the session
addressing the growing
importance of Sanskrit

language in the world as
well as in China in his
speech.

smart ID cards

made documentation of
information and data entry
easy for administration.
This Smart Card offered
students  with

various
facilities of Gymkhana,
library,  accessing the
Reference and Research
section, Computer Lab,

Language Labs just by
swiping the card. Also it
helped the college to tackle
security problems. Only a
valid Smart Card holder
was permitted to enter the
college premises.

To keep abreast with
modern development,

Joshi-Bedekar College,
in association with G. P.
Parsik Bank, familiarized
their students with a debit-
cum-identity card in June
2016. This idea was given
by VPM’s chairman Dr.

Vijay Bedekar.
When asked to a student
about this facility, he

replied, “The new Smart
Card has made it easy for
us to access facilities in the
college, whereas the debit
card has made it easy to
meet all our banking needs.

apologized for not
having acted during the
Emergency; he said.
Imparting some
guidelines for journalists
of today, he said that
being a journalist is not
about honour or respect;
on the contrary, it is an
occupational hazard. A
journalist must be ready
to face the consequences.
A journalist must have the
guts to expose business
moguls like Ambani, if
there’s an elaborate scam

in play.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 03

CORE COMMITTEE
SEIZE TOP HONOURS

(Clockwise,

m top:) Pranalika Chalmelkar, Poonam Barkade, and Shubh‘lm Pedamkar

Pranalika
Chalmelkar, TYBMM

Three members from
the core committee of
RTA  2017-2018, who

also belong to the Mass
Media Department of
Joshi-Bedekar College,
won the most prestigious
awards for the academic
year 2017-2018. Pranalika
Chalmelkar, the Chief
English Reporter of RTA

2017-2018 was awarded
the ‘Best Student in
Self Finance Courses’;

Shubham Pedamkar, the
Marathi Editor of RTA
2017-2018 was awarded
the ‘Best Essay Writer
of the College’; Poonam
Barkade, the Sponsorship
Head of RTA 2017-2018
was honoured with the
‘Best  Creative  Student
of the College’ The three
have achieved a number of
awards in their academics
and extracurricular activity
over the past three years.
Many other students from
different  courses  were
also awarded with various
honours. Every year, Joshi-
Bedekar College felicitates
its students who have
excelled in their respective
fields and contributed to
the college’s grandeur.

These three members
of the core committee of
RTA have also been active
council ~members for
three years in a row. Ms.
Chalmelkar was the student
manager of Department
of Life Long Learning
and Extension (DLLE)
for the last two years. She
was ranked second in the
Essay Writing Competition
organized by Maharashtra
Shaasan Arogya Seva on
Organ Donation. She won
the first prize in the Poster-
making Contest of the
Cultural Festival and the
third prize in discus throw
at the degree college level.
Also volunteered at RTA
and Chrysalis.

Mr. Pedamkar is one of
the finest writers of Joshi-
Bedekar College. He was
also working as the college
campus reporter at Mumbai
Chaufer, a daily tabloid. He
had participated in Essay
Writing Competition at
state level and won the 4th
prize.

Ms. Barkade had
participated in many inter-
collegiate competitions,
and also those at the
university levels, and won
many prizes. She won the
1st prize at the zonal level in
the Rangoli Competition.
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DR. VIJAY V. BEDEKAR

By PRATHAMESH DESHPANDE, ENGLISH EDITOR

and

PRANALIKA CHALMELKAR, ENGLISH CHIEF REPORTER
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“NOTHING COMES EASILY TO YOU; YOU HAVE

been till now?

Excellent, it is an opportunity to contribute
to the society. All the educational activities of
VPM, we are conducting with sincerity and

commitment.

How was it to fill in the shoes of your
father, Dr. V. N. Bedekar, and live up to the

expectations of many?

Yes, it is not a simple thing because my father
or his generation, they were committed to a
strong different cause. That generation was

cultivated in Pre-Independent movement.

So our mind set and our thinking is totally
different from that generation, it was very
difficult but however we managed and tried
our level best. To see that we also tried to put
their aims and commitment alive and continue

with that.

TO STRUGGLE...”

How has your journey as the chairperson
of such a prestigious educational institution

conditions which is not really serving the
purpose of education. However, I will say that
Indian education is not bad as it is portrait
What is lacking in Indian education is tertiary
education, research attitude and mentality that
certainly we have not inculcated and that has to
be cultivated through quality education.

living activity and study of survival. It is a
branch of orientology. We need resource and
material for that because we had literature in
Sanskrit which still we don’t know about and
there are more than 30 million manuscripts
available. That is the creation of our great
ancestors. It is not related to religion it is
related to many aspects of life. Fortunately,
or unfortunately it is the westerners who are
studying our history, culture, art in de-tail so
that has to change. We have to gain whether
you belong to science or to humanity, you have
to be a part of education system or your own
personal interests to know what your past was.

Along with running the most prestigious
institutes in Thane, you are also the head of
one of the leading hospitals in the city. How
do you manage these roles?

That is a very noble profession and again
my generation’s practice was totally different
than what we have now which has a difference
in mind set, difference in the society. Even
expectation from doctors are different. My
experience was and is very enjoyable and
contributing to my own perception to the
society. Direct relation with the individual
with his suffering and happening and that is the
unique opportunity that a doctor gets and that

You have always appreciated talented and
sincere students from various colleges of the
Institute, and have displayed your support
by taking them to various conventions in
foreign countries. Is there any chance that a
student from Joshi-Bedekar College might
get this opportunity?

Dr. Vijay Bedekar is the Chairman of Vidya Prasark
Mandal. He is a doctor by profession and has practiced
for the last 45 years. He is also the proprieter of a
museum, and has a deep interest in Indology. He has
always displayed his support for talented students
and taken them to various conventions in foreign

countries.

makes you think better, gives
you many ideas which has
helped me in the educational
field also.

Who has stopped you? It was them who
showed their initiative. Nothing comes to you;
you have to struggle. This is something which
I always speak about on your dais, speaking to
you all. Why don’'t you come up and join us?
There is a sense of initiative that some students
lack. You have to be open to take initiative and
see that you join the movement.

Not many people know
this, but you’re also the
proprietor of a museum.
Please tell us more about
this venture.? Please
enlighten wus on your
interest for Indology?

An institute for oriental
studies was started in 1985

RTA has always been an integral part of
Joshi-Bedekar College for the past seven
years now. Is there any message for RTA?

It is good, as I said earlier, it is an instrument
of communication and I welcome that. I

Many students these days are opting for

overseas education. What are your views
about it, and the changing education system?

Changes are million which are happening

every day and I am not happy with this change,
you cannot make changes so frequently in
the educational system. There has to be some
stability. What is happening now in India
this is more political then need base, that
should be avoided as it creates more chaotic

and the whole purpose
is personality development. It is a study of
culture, culture doesnt mean studying of
performing arts also the study of physical,
architecture, literature. We have around 40.000
rare collections of books related to all this
information. We have many artefacts; they are
the reflection of an earlier culture. Indology
is the study of arts. We create and generate
many things hence, Indology is the study of
Mathematics, costumes, language, psychology,

appreciate you all but still a lot has to be done.
Create a better dialogue and communication
and you must see to it that it reaches as many
people as possible. This is the best stage you are
in so every day, every minute convert that into
a very active part of your life. Opportunities are
infinite. Don’t wait for somebody to provide
you with those opportunities, it is you who can
create them and be a part of that change, a real
change. It is you who have to change, if you
don’t change nothing is going to change.

“YOUNG STUDENTS MUST HAVE THE FIERY SPIRIT
OF NATIONALISM. INSTEAD OF SITTING HOME AND
CRITICIZING THE ARMY ONE SHOULD BE A PART OF IT, IF
ONE WISHES TO MAKE ANY CHANGES.”

What inspired you to join the Army?

I was an NCC cadet in Ramnarain
Ruia College, from where I was doing my
Bachelor’s in Philosophy. One day, my old
Under Officer visited us wearing his Indian
Military Academy (IMA) uniform. That
caught my eye, as I was impressed by the
uniform. That's when I thought, “Why not
join the Army?” So I went up to him and
asked him that how hed managed to get in
the Academy. He told me that we simply had
to fill a form, and being an NCC cadet, we
did not have to appear for the written exam
[conducted by the UPSC]. We just had to
appear for the interview and if we cleared it,
we would get selected into the IMA.

What difficulties did you face while, or
after, joining?

The first problem that I faced after filling
up the form before joining was that there
was nobody in Mumbai to guide me. This
was in 1960. There a Colonel S. V. Damle
in Pune who used to give tips to the people
appearing for the interview. With 15 days on
hand for my interview in Bangalore, it was
impossible for me to visit Pune. So, I went
to the NCC Office in R. A. Podar College
and asked an officer there about the Services
Selection Board (SSB) Interview - what
it was and how was one supposed to face
it. The first thing he asked me was that if I
had a white shirt. I said that I did, to which
he replied saying that I ought to buy a new
shirt, specifically of the Arrow company,
and a red tie. He said those were the only
things I needed to pass the interview. I had
no clue as to what the other tests were; there
were plenty.

With just this little knowledge, I went to
Bangalore, where almost 40 NCC cadets
like me had come from all over India. After
going in, a Havaldar came up to us and
handed us two sheets of paper which had
a list of the tests that we were supposed to
undergo. I had the shock of my life because
there were a number of tests - psychological,
intelligence, group tasks, group discussions
The tests began next day; where I got stuck
was the intelligence test because it was based
on Mathematics. But when the results came
back, I found out that I had made it to the
next stages. After passing all the tests, the
second obstacle was to make it to the merit
list. With the grace of God, luck prevailed
and I made it to the IMA.

We did not have any difficulties after
joining the IMA because the training, albeit
difficult, isn’t impossible. Nobody expects
you to be a superhuman.

Please tell us about your experience in
the Army (a few stories).

Life in the Army is pretty interesting. I
would like to share a very funny experience
which happened while I was serving.
A General was to visit our battalion for
inspection, and we were supposed to
welcome him and offer him drinks, as is the

ritual. I was made in charge of the drinks.
This meant that everything had to be perfect
- from the glasses to the temperature of
the beverage. Different beverages had to
be at their prescribed temperatures. On
the Brigadier's command, we even had a
rehearsal a day before and practised with
gin and beer. I nailed it; the Brigadier even
complimented me and told me that I was
prepared. The next day, after the general
visited us, I asked him what he wanted to
have. I was baffled by his response. He said
that he wanted a lemonade. We didn’t have
lemonade at that time in the Officers’ Mess.
So as a last minute resort, I went into the
mess and made the “lemonade” myself with
lemons and some soda and offered it to the
General, who seemed to have liked it.

How was life different after retiring from
the Army?

While you're serving in the Armed Forces,
you feel safe and protected. You can trust
the person with whom you’re serving; you're
sure that he’ll never lie to you. But such is not
the case in the civilian world. After I getting
out of the Army, I found that people were
cutthroat here. Nobody bothered about your
sentiments and values, or even the concept
of punctuality. I was told to be careful by
my family. There is no casual attitude in the
Army as much it is in the civilian world. So,
the first few months for me were difficult to
adjust to the civilian world and the rules of
it.

How did the idea of Prabhav Defence
Motivation Centre come to your mind?

I wanted all children to be motivated
to join the Armed Forces, and the only
organization that I could establish was
Prabhav so that all these children would be
together in one place and we could tell them
the pros and cons of joining the Armed
Forces. It is also important for the children to
arouse in themselves feelings of nationalism
and patriotism, along with developing
good manners and habits. Also, nobody
tells the children how to behave, they are
only criticized about their behaviour. So
the organization was formed keeping in
mind these points. Moreover, I wanted the
children to join as officers. At Prabhav, we
teach children rifle shooting, map-reading,
drill, physical training, and other military
subjects, so that this gives them a gist of life
in the Army and hopefully helps develop an
interest of Armed Forces.

You established the Major Subhash
Gavand Rifle and Pistol Shooting Range
in 2013. Please tell us more about that
project.

The Olympic-size Range was the first
ever in Thane and was established with the
intent to train young kids in rifle and pistol
shooting and help develop in them the
ability to concentrate. Shooting would help
kids sharpen and focus on their academics as

acquiring the right target amounts to a lot of
concentration and focus, stability, hand-eye
co-ordination, muscle reflexes, etc. Now, we
have improved the range by air conditioning
it because heavy uniform that the shooters
now have to wear, as prescribed. We also
have new and advanced. We have national
level shooters with us. 'm now aiming to
upgrade it to an electronic shooting range,
but the project is on hold as I'm short of
resources, but once I gather the funding, I'll
get the upgrades done so that children from
the city don’t have to travel to Mumbai or
outside Mumbai for an advanced shooting
range.

How accurate, would you say, is the
life of Army personnel portrayed in the
media, like in the movies?

Sometimes, they [the producers] might
exaggerate things for increasing the
emotional quotient of the movie which
catches the peoples’ attention. But most
of the time, the content depicted in the
media is close to reality, similar to the life
we actually live. To give you an example of
exaggeration, in one of the movies, a soldier
is shown actually throwing an anti-tank
mine in front of the enemy’s tank. But in
reality, the anti-tank mine is very heavy and
it's impossible for a normal human being to
lift it up, let alone throw it. That’s not how we
get these things done. [Laughs]

RETD. MAJOR
SUBHASH GAVAND

By PRATHAMESH DESHPANDE, ENGLISH EDITOR
and
PRANALIKA CHALMELKAR, ENGLISH CHIEF REPORTER

Retd. Major Subhash Gavand has served
in the Mahar Regiment (PVC) for 22
years. He is the pioneer of the concept
‘part-time military training’. He is the
chairman of Prabhav Defence Motivation
Centre which has, till now, helped 5000
cadets to join the Indian Armed Forces.

Is there any advice that you'd like to give
to the youth of today’s generation about
joining the Indian Armed Forces?

The first thing I'dlike to tell them is to have a
patriotic mind. In today’s generation, among
the general public, the feeling of patriotism
is slowly dying. Young students must have
the fiery spirit of nationalism. Instead of
sitting home and criticizing the Army one
should be a part of it, if one wishes to make
any changes. If the Government makes NCC
compulsory in all the schools, we'll have a
second line of defence. Youngsters can learn
how to defend themselves and those around
them. Joining the Armed Forces will give
them all the training they need and prepare
them from any attack from hostile nations.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ‘SMART CITIES
IN INDIA - THE ROAD AHEAD’

It is the tradition of
Joshi-Bedekar College, to
host a National or Inter-
national conference every
year in the campus. Last
academic year witnessed
the literati of researchers as-
sembling to discuss and cel-
ebrate the 400th birth year
of William Shakespeare
at the two-day National
Conference on “Revisiting
Shakespeare - 400 Years
After” on the 13th and the
14th of January, 2017.

Carrying on the baton
this academic year, the De-
partment of Self-Financing
Courses is hosting a two-
day Multi-Disciplinary

National Conference on
the theme “Smart Cities in
India - The Road Ahead”
on the 19th and the 20th of
January, 2018.

Smart Cities Mission is
an urban renewal and ret-
rofitting programme by the
Government of India with
the aim to develop 109 cities
all over the country making
them citizen friendly and
sustainable. 'The Union
Ministry of Urban Devel-
opment is responsible for
implementing the mission
in collaboration with the re-
spective state governments,
local bodies, and adminis-
trators of cities.

Thane, being one of the
shortlisted cities, aims to

transform into a Smart City,
and our institution, being in
the heart of Thane, makes
an apt platform for discuss-
ing and debating ideas for
this transformation. This
conference aims to bring
together intellectual minds
capable of identifying such
challenges and providing
solutions on a strategic level
for implementing the Smart
Cities Mission. The con-
ference will definitely be
a platform for like-mind-
ed academicians, strategic
planners, real estate devel-
opers, aspiring engineers,
architects, administrators,
and economists, etc. to
meet and discuss issues,
challenges, and solutions.

A Pre-Conference Teach-
ers’ Workshop was conduct-
ed on the 12th of August,
2017. The workshop had
two sessions - the First Ses-
sion was on “Best Practices
in Smart City Implementa-
tion” by Mr. Anand Menon,
the Senior Associate Vice
President of Darashaw and
Co.; the Second Session was
on “How to Write a Quality
Research Paper” by Dr. C.
M. A. Kinnary Thakkar, the
Principal of SIES College of
Commerce and Economics.

As the next leg of event
for the students, a Pre-Con-
ference Intercollegiate Stu-
dents Competition was
held on the 14th of Decem-
ber, 2017, comprising of

three events - Power Point
Competition, Poster Mak-
ing competition, and Mod-
el Making Competition.
Overall, 50 students from
eight colleges competed at
various events.

The final Conference will
be held on the 19th and
the 20th of January, 2018.
Experts from industry and
academics are expected to
visit as the keynote speakers
and resource persons. The
topic, being multi-disci-
plinary, has invited interest
from academicians span-
ning not just commerce or
arts faculties, but also en-
gineering and architecture
enthusiasts from all over
India.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan...

Continued from Page 01

An independent survey
denotes that household toi-
let access increased to 62.45
per cent and usage to 91.29
per cent. Sikkim, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Uttara-
khand and Haryana are the
five cities which declared
themselves as ODE.

Criticism:

The Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan has been constantly
criticized by media entities
and experts for its broader
prospects and implications.
Often the numbers and sur-
vey figures are scrutinized
for their authencity. On the
other hand, “installation of
toilets is entirely different
from the usage of toilets” is
a statement that constant-
ly reverberates from the
mouths of experts.

Bezwada Wilson, a na-
tional convener of the Safai

Continued from Page 01

Advising on dealing with
higher powers, he told the
students to ensure that
they maintained relations
within a certain limit with
groups that have the power
to make propaganda - like
the government or other
business organizations -
who also control all the
resources. No more, no
less. This would guarantee
making a name for
themselves as dignified
journalists. He further
added that the fear which
a journalist faces is purely
psychological and that he/
she must be ready to face
this fear.

Being a political analyst
himself, he shared some
of his experiences of

Karmachari Andolan ques-
tioned the missions objec-
tives, “Speaking about the
toilets being constructed,
each toilet requires a septic
tank. My question is, who
will clean the septic tank?
Instead of modernizing the
sewer lines and septic tanks
and investing money and
energy on smart techniques
of sanitation, you are add-
ing more problems to the
existing problem. You have
no concern for those who
are dying cleaning sewers.
You havent spoken any-
thing about the Right to
Life of people who have
given up their lives in keep-
ing Bharat clean. All of this
shows the insensitivity in
setting this goal. The sewers
are being cleaned by those
very people shamed in the
campaign. Every month,
there is news about peo-
ple dying in manholes af-

Raj
meeting with and talking
to various politicians in
the country. He beseeched
the journalists to treat the
politicians with aplomb
and respect. “Shortcut ends
a man and nothing can
be achieved by means of
it. Most of the politicians
have to go through a lot
before coming in power,’
he said. “One might think
that it was easy for him/her
to get the seat, but it isn't.
Therefore, it is unfair for a
politician when a journalist
simply asks him/her, ‘How
did you manage to practise
corruption and earn so
much money?” Although it
might be true that he/her
practised corruption, the
journalist must have that
much poise and credibility
that allows him to ask

ter being ordered to clean
them. Why hasn’t been any
thought given to mecha-
nized cleaning of manholes
in the city? Why is it the job
of the most depressed man
to clean up and lose his life
in the process?”

Along with this, many
more experts, social work-
ers, and conveners have
criticized the Missions way
of working and its imple-
mentation.

Responding to criticism
PM Modi said, “Despite
criticism from media and
other entities, we remained
dedicated  towards the
Swachh Mission because
we believe that the path
shown by Bapu can never
be wrong’.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
in Thane:

TMC received 32.75
Crore to build toilets in the
city. Every single person

working at Thane Railway
Station pledged to clean the

city.
In October 2017, TMC
officials  took  matters

into their own hands and
cleaned community toilets
of the city.

The TMC, along with a
private entity has set up a
recycling unit to treat city’s
thermocol waste.

Other than this, various
private organizations, too,
are conducting cleanliness
drives across the city.
Schools and colleges are
aggressively working to
achieve the goals of the
mission.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
in Joshi-Bedekar College:

The NSS unit of college
organized a cleanliness
campaign in the month of
August. NSS  volunteers
also performed a street
play on the importance of

Parulekar...

such questions and acquire
answers from the politician,
instead of made to shut up.
The journalist must develop
such morals and ethics that
makes him/her qualified to
make such accusations.”

About the skill of
interviewing potential
sources of news, he

instructed the journalists
to gain the trust of the
person in question. “Don’t
try to attack the person
you are interviewing. This
would lead to a ‘push-pull
situation, which would later
result in conflict. It is an
art to extract information
from the interviewees. All
this is achieved through
constant  practice  and
experimentation which one
has to try on oneself, and
not on others”

While comparing
the journalism of past,
present, and future, he
said, “The only revolution
that happened in Indian
journalism is that of
technology. You all are
going to have to practise
journalism by means of
technology. In a few years,
the TV is going to be
extinct. Web technology
is going to replace the TV
in the future. The use of
mobile phones for your
daily dose of news has been
increasing and it will be one
of the primary sources of
news in the future. Thus,
one of the most important
possessions that a journalist
can have in the future is
skill. The skill to operate the
hi-tech media of the future,
as and when they keep on

cleanliness.
Theme of this year’s
Chrysalis - Media and

Management event of the
college was ‘Go Green
Go Smart, under which
a cleanliness drive on
September 13, 2017 was
organized. The volunteers
of Chrysalis were provided
with brooms and gloves.
The entire college campus
was cleaned and awareness
was created regarding the
same.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
has moderately achieved the
goals and pursues to do so
and as PM Modi says, “The
dream of Swachhata cannot
be achieved even if 100
Mahatma Gandhis, or 1000
Narendra Modis, or even
all CMs and governments
come together, but if 125
crores of Indians come
together that dream can be
easily fulfilled”.

updating and changing. It
was easy for a journalist to
use only pen and paper.”

Summarizing on the
topic of the lecture, he said
that the journalism of past,
present, and future “isn’t
going to change at all. The
period changes, the actors
change, and the media
change. This is the only
distinguishing point. The
proportion of the actors
remains the same. Back
then, there were a hundred
Kauravas and five Pandavas.
Similarly, the number of
corrupt people in today’s
world remains the same.
If anything, the number of
Pandavas has halved!” he
said, ending the speech on
a light note.

DR. V. N. BEDEKAR INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT
FOR EXC

-~
~—-

STUDIES: STRIVING

Dr V. N. Bedekar had a
dream of making Thane a
hub of management edu-
cation par excellence. In
order to provide quality
management education, he
established Department of
Management Studies on
the 3rd of July, 1973. Dr.
V. V. Bedekar fulfilled the
dreams of his father Dr. V.
N. Bedekar in the academic
year 2005-06 by establish-
ing Dr. V.N. Bedekar Insti-
tute of Management Studies
(DR VN BRIMS) and since
then the institute has been
growing and reaching new
heights. The management
of Dr. VN BRIMS has a
clear vision “to be amongst
the top management in-
stitutes in the country and
become the world class cen-
ter of excellence in learning
and innovation driven by
social sensitivity and state
of art technology”

The advantages for the
students which makes Dr.
VN BRIMS different from
other B-Schools 1is the
teaching pedagogy which
believes in ‘Learning by Do-
ing’; the teaching structures
are more workshop based
and we believe in student

engagement through sce-
nario planning and prob-
lem-solving cases. Apart
from this, the institute also
takes its students for In-
ternational Industrial Visit
which gives them an expo-
sure globally.

The institute has always
been trying to create an en-
vironment which helps the
learners to be as original as
they can in their ideas and
process development.

BRIMS wishes to encour-
age the culture of research,
as well in the institute. They
also wish to work closely
with the industry so that

they will be in a position
to contribute with research
outcome.

The institute is growing
and achieving new heights
every day. Recently BRIMS
bagged a few awards in
various categories. DNA
awarded BRIMS as the Best
B-school for Innovative
Marketing, Higher Edu-
cation Review announced
BRIMS as the Management
College of the year. Two of
our faculties, Dr. Satvinder
Singh Bedi and Prof Ma-
hesh Bhanushali were also
awarded as Best faculty in
Marketing and Operations

Management by Devang
Mehta Education Awards.
Dr. Sukhada Tambe com-
pleted her PHD in Manage-
ment.

BRIMS offer various full
time and autonomous pro-
grams in the area of Man-
agement. 2 years Masters
in Management Studies
(MMS) affiliated to the
University of Mumbai is
the flagship programme of
BRIMS. They also offer Post
Graduate Diploma in Busi-
ness Management (PGDM)
approved by AICTE. Var-
ious autonomous  pro-
grammes include Executive

ELLENCE

MBA, Post Graduate Pro-
gramme, Certification in
Digital marketing, Certifi-
cation in Healthcare Man-
agement, Certification in
Supply Chain Management,
and Certificate programme
in Travel and Tourism.

“We wish to be an in-
stitute of choice in man-
agement business where
emphasis is on knowledge
creation while using state
of the art technology. The
institute wishes to work on
the cutting edge technology
thereby creating a platform
where learning is not re-
stricted to the four walls of
a classroom. We wish to de-
ploy highly interactive and
engaging technology that
will continuously engage
the learner to explore his
potential and adapt with the
ever changing and demand-
ing business environment,”
says Director, Prof Nitin
Joshi (PHD).

For further details, please reach at
DR VN Bedekar Institute of
Management Studies,
Jnanadweepa, Chendani Bunder
Road,

Thane (W), 400601

Tel No: 91-22-25364492,

Email: vnbrims@vpmthane.org
Website: www.vnbrims.org

THE STUDENT
COUNCIL SPEAKS...

Rahul Nagargoje - Hikers’ Club Secretary

Working as an Under
Officer in NCC for the
past three inculcated the
love for nature in me
as I visited new places
which are close to nature.
During that time, my
passion for adventure

trekking grew and I
took a proper training
in adventure trekking.
This year, working as the
Secretary of Hikers’ Club
has helped me to nurture
the same admiration for
nature as now on a larger
scale. Under Hikers
Club we constantly
try to inculcate a ‘go
getter’ attitude, affection
towards nature as well
taking care of the flora
and fauna, etc. Before
taking the students of
Hikers Club to any place
for trekking we first
make sure every facility
is available, security
precautions are taken,
etc. This year students

visited Sudhagad,
Aahupe Ghat, Kokani
Pada (Yeor), Harihargad,
Kalvantin Durg and
Prabalgad. We even
climbed Maharashtra’s
highest peak Kalsubai
along with our other
trekkers. This year we
had organized two tree
plantation programmes
along with the Nature
Club of college. As the
secretary of  Hikers
Club, it is my duty to
instruct students on how
to maintain cleanliness
in the area where we are
trekking, taking care of
nature as well as obeying
the rules of the Forest
Department.

Advait Kulkarni - Assistant General Secretary

Assistant General
Secretary is one of the
important links between
students and teachers.
The Assistant General
Secretary plays a pivotal
role in the working of
Student Council when
the General Secretary
is not present. I also
coordinate  with  the
members of Student

Council and the General
Secretary  accordingly.
First of all, the post
of Assistant General
Secretary comes with
great powers as well
as responsibilities and
this is how I have taken
up this responsibility
and wish to fulfil all
the expectations by all
means.

Vruchita Naik - Women Development Cell Secretary

Women Development
Cell works on
maintaining and
strengthening the status
of women in our college.
Under this, we conduct
our various self-defence
training  sessions for
our female students and
train them ourselves.
The aim to conduct such
training sessions is to
develop self-confidence
among women also to
make them ready for
any circumstances, come

what may.

Its a privilege to be a
part of the WDC. Here,
we try to solve problems,
or take suggestions
from the girls and try to
work on them. As the
secretary of WDC, my
leadership qualities and
self-confidence have
developed a lot. WDC
keeps on organizing self-
defense sessions for the
female students of Joshi-
Bedekar College for them
to defend themselves.

Lakshmi Aanekar - Ladies’ Representative

The main role of a
Ladies Representative is
to act as a redressal unit
for the female students
in our college. We also
see to it that no female
student of the college
is mistreated and if
s0, necessary actions
are taken. It gives me
immense pleasure to
be elected as the Ladies
Representative and I
am well aware of my
responsibilities and

working accordingly.
Number  of female
students is greater than
that of male students, so
utmost precautions are
needed to be taken. But
Joshi-Bedekar  College
has a very protective
environment for females
so there are no such
issues of mistreating. Till
today there have been
no serious complaints
regarding the maltreating
of female students.
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Lights, Camera, Action! « FOR APPLE, ‘B’ FOR BALL

Shireen Khan, FYBMM

Cinema is an art to
communicate, or express ideas,
stories, perceptions, feelings,
beauty, atmosphere, morals etc.
Through cinema one can teach
the basic values of life to the
others. Cinemas can also reflect
cultures and, in return, affect
them. Cinema has awakened
the citizens to take a step against
violence, discrimination, and
the ill treatment of women. Due
to'certain art films-that touch
on sensitive-subjects, people
have become more rational and
this"has led to the decrease in
the prejudice between men‘and
women, the rich and the poor,
etc.

The'~ journey ~of cinema
in India started ‘in-the 19th
century. The first full-length
feature film known as” “Raja
Harishchandra” was released in
1913 by Dadasaheb Phalke in
India. This was the first Indian
movie ever. Raja Harishchandra
was a silent and monochrome
film which was a commercial
and a  critical  success.
Dadasaheb Phalke was not
only the producer but also the
director, writer, cameraman,
and the editor. He is known
as the father of Indian cinema
for pioneering filmmaking
in India. This movie was also
screened in London.

Initially, in the nineteenth
century, movies did not have
sound, so the transfer of ideas
or messages was only through
gestures. The earliest pre-
cinema used a magic lantern to
project the movie in an image
form. Now-a-days, big screens
and theatres are used for the
projection of films. Animations,
graphics, and designs are

also used in the movies lately

TEN UNCONVENTIONAL PLACES TO VISIT ONCE

MYRA (TURKEY)

Nirmeeti Patole, FYBMM
1. DONGCHUAN RED
LAND, KUNMING (CHINA)

most
and majestic

It is one of the
mesmerizing
destinations in the world.
Stunning red land, green
vegetable plots, and a unique
shape are what make this place
a worthy tourist spot and a
paradise for photographers.
The red lands stretch up to
around 50 kilometers. One can
never get enough of the nerve-
cracking experience of the
exceptional beauty of Red Land.

2. GLASS BEACH,
CALIFORNIA (USA)

Glass Beach witnesses a
footfall of over 1,000-1,200
tourists every day in summer.

The pounding waves
constantly grind down the glass
into small pieces which also

to enhance the effect of the
movies.

The initial growth of Indian
cinema was not as fast as that
of foreign cinema. The process
of growth of Indian cinema was
very slow as numerous new
production companies emerged
in the early 1920s. Movies based
on mythologies like Ramayana
and Mahabharata, or other
historical ~facts dominated
Indian cinema but the Indian
audiences  also  welcomed
Hollywood movies, especially
those packed with action.

Gradually, the birth of sound
films boosted filmmaking in
India. “Alarm Ara” was the
first sound film screened by
Ardeshir Irani in_India in
1931 “in Bombay.This movie
captivated the hearts of many
people. The release of this
movie paved way for a new era
in the Indian cinema. From
this point in time, the actual
journey of cinema in India
began as it incited interest
and gave a new arena to the
people to showcase their talent
and also earn money. It gave a
platform for people to create
and express their imagination
and stories.

During the pre-cinema era
the movies screened seemed to
have a dull tone to them. The
development in Indian cinema
has reached such a stage that we
can also watch movies in 3D,
4D, etc.

The way movies were made
in 1950s is completely different
from the way it is done in the
21st century. The birth of
modern Indian film industry
took place around 1947. These
movies mostly focused on the
survival of the lower strata
of the society and their daily

makes it suitable for jewellery.
Abundance of sea glass created
from years of dumping garbage
from the coastline makes it
one of the “under the radar”
destinations. It would be a
“glittering”  experience  to
find pieces of glass on this
implausible beach and enjoy its
beauty.

3. HOBBITON MOVIE
SET, WAIKATO (NEW
ZEALAND)

This
well known for the Lord of the

iconic destination is

Rings movie set. Rich nature,
fascinating climate, and an

miseries, both the World
Wars, and also social issues
such as prostitution, dowry,
malpractices, etc. which were
common in our society. This
is how the people became
more aware of these issues and
many took a stand against the
misconducts in our society.
Thus, films with a social
message began to dominate
the industry. The 50s and the
60s are considered to be the
‘Golden Age’ in the history of
Indian cinema with the rise of
some memorable actors.

Costumes, too;played a major
role in the movies.and proved
to be an accelerator to the plot.
Movies basedon the struggles in
life faced by common man were
also made, where the audiences
would relate their lifestyles
with a particular character.
These stories presented the lead
characters to be poor initially
and how they later changed
their lifestyle by the means, of
hard work, following. the path
of honesty and righteousness.
Later, movies were mostly
based on action and romance.
Violence became an integral
part of the movies. Movies
based on mafias and gangsters
also gained a lot of emphasis.
Characters in negative roles
were given more importance.

The main reason why there’s
been a change in the content
and the process of making
movies is that the target
audience has changed. Earlier
the movies were scripted
according to audiences who
had different preferences from
today. The movies were made
in such a way that poor people
could relate their lifestyle with
the main character.

Later, cartoons came into

outstanding  visual  appeal
makes it an all-time favourite
place to visit. On entering the
1,250-acre Alexander Farm you
will see 37 hobbit holes waiting
to be explored. First opened in
2002, it is one of the popular
tourist spots drawing in more
than 350,000 visitors a day.

4. INFINITY POOLS, UBUD
(BALI)

This precious jewel of Bali
is a concoction of fun and
magic. An illusion of water
extending to horizon or infinity
is created here. Hydrophiles
and swimmers will get a golden
opportunity to make their trip
more adventurous. You must
definitely visit this stroke of
genius and add yet another
thrilling experience in your
diary.

5. ROCK-CUT TOMBS,

existence ~ which  attracted
children. When animated
movies entered the Indian film
industry, love and affection
for movies among the masses
was boosted. Indian cinema is
no longer restricted to India
but also well appreciated
by international audience.
Indian cinema has far more
responsibilities because of its
ability to impact the minds of
audiences.

Earlier, movies were projected
on a white curtain, whereas,
recent films are projected with
movie projector onto a large
projection screen which is also
known as theatre, while the
dialogues, sound and music are
played through a number of
wall-mounted speakers.

Songs are an integral part of
Indian cinema. Songs have no
religion and have the power
to even bring two countries
together. The presence of songs
has been given a different look
to Indian movies as compared
to. international movies. Hindi
film songs cut through all the
language barriers in India.

Cinema isa language which
helps us connect to all the
other parts /of the world. We
can express our opinions via
them. It has a great influence on
our society. Indian cinema has
become a part of our daily life,
be it a regional or a Bollywood
movie. Cinema has a major role
to play in our society. Though
entertainment is the keyword
of Indian cinema it has far more
responsibility as it impacts the
minds of the audiences. Its
true what they say: “Movies
touch our hearts and awaken
our vision; they take us to other
places, they open doors and
minds”

This is one of the uncanny yet
lovely and astounding places
to visit. The reason why one
must visit this place is because
of its magnificent architecture
and enormous designing work.
Inside the tombs are human
figures, depicting the deceased
and their relatives. The rock
tombs are the final resting
places for the ancient kings,
carved into limestone.

6. SON POONG CAVE,
QUANG BINH PROVINCE
(VIETNAM)

The Son Doong Cave is
the largest known cave in
the world and is located near
the Laos-Vietnam border.
Imagine trekking in cold winds
and magical clouds, in the
lap of nature. If you want to
experience unending galaxy of
adventure, then this is the right
place for you. Jungles emerge

Nirmeeti Patole, FYBMM
Language is like a compass
that activates the magnet of

knowledge, curiosity, and
wisdom.
Language is like a ship

which sails on various ports,
experiencing dazzling journey
and trying to explore the
unknown. The most unique
thing about language is that
it distinguishes humans from
animals. It is a powerful window
through which passion, vision,
ideas, thoughts, and opinions
are penetrated.

What’s the most interesting
partofthisjourneyis that during
the pre-historic time, humans
welcomed interaction through
opening the door of sounds.
They used to make uncanny
as well as suitable sounds to
convey their messages. Humans
needed to communicate with
each other in order to hunt,
farm, and adapt themselves
in exotic environments.
Communication was must
and there was a burning desire
of communication among
early humans, and sounds,
resonation, and various noises
converted that desire into
reality.

Early humans were obsessive
about sharing. Thats why
language came into existence.
Subsequent meanings were
interpreted through various
signs. Integration of actions and
hand movements was done to
make human equations stronger
so that they could come closer
and discover themselves. Sign
language became prominent
during this time period.

Communication through
cave paintings was like a
“knight in shining armour”.

from inside the cave itself, a
scene so surreal that you have
to see it to believe it.

7. KISO VALLEY, NAGANO
PREFECTURE (JAPAN)

This is one of the finest places
for sightseeing as it offers the
of visitors a stone path and
wooden buildings of a bygone

era. High peaks, appealing
cliffs, and the enchanting Kiso
river makes it a must-visit
destination.

8. ARUNACHAL PRADESH
(INDIA)
Arunachal Pradesh is an

During the Stone Age, humans
rendered their feelings through
glittering and  charismatic
cave drawing. The cavemen
wanted to decorate their caves
and chose animals because
they were important to their
existence.

Words and vocabulary were
like atomic fusions in human
communication. Invention and
usage of words and letters made
human interaction flexible and
dynamic. Words are like the
building blocks and the roots of
language.

The journey continued with
the innovation of words which
resulted into a proper language
which proved to be invincible.
Implementation of proper
language proved to be a golden
entity and changed the face of
human communication. Some
say that language is a cultural
system learned through social
interaction, while others say
it is genetically encoded. It is
widely believed that Sanskrit
is the mother of all languages.
Sanskrit gave rise to many
beautiful ~ languages  like
Marathi, Bengali, Gujarati,
Nepali, Punjabi, and much later
Hindi.

Many languages have many
different dialects within them.
Teaching  another  person
how to use tools requires a
certain set of vocabulary, as
does the process of sharing
and protecting resources like
food and shelter. This led to
the formation of a different set
of vocabulary and syntax that
meant something to them.

Migration and relocation
of humans from one place
to another also resulted in
different set of languages. Some
groups conquered others which

epitome of peace. If you are
tired of the hustle and bustle of
big metropolitan cities and wish
to take a break, then you are on
the right path by choosing this
fabulous destination. Tawang,
Roing, Itanagar, Ziro, Pasighat
are some of the main attractions
here. Witnessing the ultimate
beauty of this place would be a
valuable experience.

9. HUACACHINA, ICA
PROVINCE (PERU)

This desert oasis and tiny

village is an archetype of

led to the vanishing of some
languages. At present there
are 6909 languages around the
world. Panini, the great Sanskrit
grammarian, Noam Choamsky,
Kenneth Hale, to name a
few, had done remarkable
work in the field of language
development and linguistics.

The  legendary  Stephen
Hawking says, “Grammar is
the pole you grab to get your
thoughts up on their feet and
walking” Grammar might
have caused you tremendous
trouble in your school days but
it played a vital role in sentence
formation, accent, and jargon,
which, in turn, developed
human communication skills.

Some groups have advocated
that a universal language be
adopted, but it would be difficult
to find any group willing to give
up their own language and
abandon it. There’s so much
attached to one’s own language.
History, emotions, culture all
are linked to the language in
some or other way. Listening to
the youthful words like “chillax”,
“edutainment”, “bromance”
and many others I feel like,
“Yeah, the language is certainly
evolving and exploring itself”

The use of swag, slang virtual,
and web language has been a
trend in recent times. In this
fast-paced and techno-savvy
world, I think somewhere down
the line the real and true essence
of language is losing its roots.
Though language has obtained
modern approach and a new
look, its enthralling journey
will always continue to inspire
and influence us. Hence, we can
conclude that this marvellous
tour of language is everlasting
and will live be an integral part
of human life.

IN YOUR LIFETIME

beauty. Endowed with green
waters and hefty palm trees, it
is home to sandboarding tours
and fabulous adventure vehicles
called the dune buggies.

It is a welcome destination for
travellers and boat tours to see
penguins and sea lions.

10. EL NIDO, PALAWAN
(PHILIPPINES)

This valuable masterpiece will
increase your pulse by its mind
blowing white sand beaches,
coral reefs, fish-filled waters,
and diving sites. To know the
unknown and to explore the
sensations and amusements of
nature, there’s only El Nido left
to add to your wishlist.

So grab your backpacks and
embark on an adventure with
this list of these places!

WHAT TO EAT AND WHAT NOT TO EAT, THAT IS
THE QUESTION

Anuja Pawar, MCOM PART I

his enthusiasm was touching
skies as time went by. He

IRV [ TR I A [[{8 parents since he was

dreamt to visit his
F
_ a toddler. But right

Beef! It was the first word my
mom told me when she got all
sentimental about my first visit
to Dubai. “Mother, you know
how big the news is, right?” But
all she kept saying, “What you
will eat?” Even the day she came
to see me off all she could worry
about was what I will eat there.

The trip was a gift from my
elder brother for me and my
nephew by his parents to visit
them. A fourteen days’ holiday
was a true temptation for me
and my nephew and we were
extremely excited about it. It
was my nephew’s first time
travelling through a plane and

now, all I could care

about was my mother’s words
at the airport or the specific
word which she did not prefer
mentioning, ‘beef’. Coming
from a Hindu background,
the word “Dharma” has a
completely different expression
which actually mesmerizes me.
Everything was  booked
prior to our arrival, so I was
constantly worrying about
the food that I will eat there.
As the flight departed from
Mumbeai airport, the flight itself
displayed the word “perfection”
with the view outside. The
food was served according to
the booking made. Me and

my nephew enjoyed the entire
flight looking at the clouds
outside. We landed at the Dubai
airport on 7.30 pm which was
one and the half hour behind of
the Indian Standard Time We
had to travel to Sharjah where
my brother and his parents
stayed and like every Indian the

comparison began between the
two countries.

Dubai was more than what
I had imagined. The tall
buildings full of lights and
fairly over-crowded streets was
something very different than
the Mumbai traffic we are used
to every day. The uniqueness of

taxis fascinated me. There was
differentiation made on the
basis on gender, the pink one
are used by women or families
whereas men are told to use
the orange taxis. The pink taxis
are driven by women itself.
Though Saudi Arabia is known
for imposing restrictions on
women but this showed their
richness in culture. They have
restrictions on what to wear but
they don’t keep their women in
the ‘back seat’

As my journey moved
forward and as the day passed
the question of beef was
still there. It was resolved
eventually. Though beef was
consumed on a larger scale in
that country but all was taken
care of as that the food was
served to everyone according
to their likes and dislikes,

cultural restrictions as well as
taste. The trip started with our
visit to Burj Khalifa, the tallest
tower in the world. It is said
that Burj Khalifa is visible even
from the moon. Our next stop
was the Dubai mall. The largest
mall in the world holds many
world records under its name.
Our day cannot get any better
with the conclusion of splendid
waterworks near Burj Khalifa.
Oman was another best place to
visit in Saudi Arabia. Though it
is four to five hours away from
Dubai but it was worth it. The
day was spent beautifully on
boat with blue sea, swimming,
banana boating and playing
on the beach. It was the best
experience. This visit exhibited
the richness in culture and
traditions of Dubai. My fear
of what kind of food I will eat

had completely vanished until
now. As if it was a fear in my
mind and was feeding on my
pre-conceived notions about
how life here is. I have spent
my entire day outdoors without
any relevance of time and all I
could say and feel was ‘safe’ This
trip was unique and like every
country it moves around its rich
lifestyle and culture.

And the question of beef
never arrived as it is made
in my country in the name
of “Dharma” Sometimes our
views, notions often repel
us from loving, admiring
something, someone from. If
we can shed our dead skin of
such pre-conceived notions, we
will be living in a happier world,
a better world.
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PANDHARPUR WARI - AVOYAGE OF FAITH

Sanket Vispute, TYBMM

Good things happen for a
reason. As a team of YouTubers,
we always find reasons to go
out and explore various walks
of life, to capture moments that
are one in a million, collect it
like fireflies and let everyone
gawk at it in awe. One lazy
rainy evening, we all gathered
at my home to plan our travel
expeditions. “Lets go to
Wari” one of us exclaimed in
excitement and the rest of us
agreed to it instantly. We were
building our expectations and
painting our own picture of this
extraordinary voyage of faith
but “Wari” was an unexpected
and  unusual  experience
altogether. Unaware of our
accommodations, our luxuries
and the plan ahead we packed
our stuff for the next couple
of days and boarded the train
to create a bunch of memories
photographed on our hearts
and minds forever.

An 800 year old tradition
which drives lakhs of warkaris
on bare feet on a voyage of

hundreds of miles to one
destination -  Pandharpur,
Maharashtra. A journey to

meet their god, the verses of
Vitthal-Rakhumai echoing
along the way and a pilgrimage
that calms souls when in front
of Lord Vitthal tells us how
immensely powerful faith can
be.

We commenced our journey

early in the morning as the sun -

was just above the horizon.
After a walk of few/ long

LW ‘m

hours we took a short detour

near a local tea vendor. “We
do not charge any money to
Warkaris,” was the reply. This
is the faith, the immense belief
that  reverberates amongst
everyone who we met in the
entire way ahead. Be it an old
man, a farmer, a homemaker or
a toddler; every single person
resonates with the chants of
Vitthal-Rakhumai and  the
power of these chants is what
made a strong, unified strength
clearly visible in the aura
around us. This strength, too,
engulfed us in the rhythm of
devotion. We were filming and
documenting each and every
reaction of the warkaris. Their
moments, prayers, bhajans,
songs, dance, their daily routine
throughout the journey was
captured into our cameras as
if an entire panoramic world
was painted with extensive
brushstrokes by a devoted
painter. As” we interviewed
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to know how simple their lives
were and how extraordinary
their devotion is. The mere
sound of taal (clash of cymbals)
rhythmically plays along with
the heartbeats of the Warkaris.
An 80-year-old man filled
our empty and curious jars of
knowledge with his experience
of fifty years of the Wari. His
every word, every sentence
ended with wishing Lord
Vitthal to bless everyone. A
double amputee was riding a
tricycle showcased enthusiasm
to visit Lord Vitthal than any
other person in the Wari.
Everyone in the Wari is referred
as ‘Mauli. No matter who you
are, where you belong, in the
eyes of god you all are the same;
from a kid aged ten excitedly
walking his first Wari to a
grandmother wanting to see the
Lord for the last time, everyone
bows down before one another,
joins hands and greets each

. other. The simple living and

l innocence of the Wari is clearly
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...AND IN A FLASH OF LIGHT THEY BECAME

Shlreen Khan, FYBMM

STARS

was praised. “Despacito”
its lyrics.

LUIS FONSI

Luis Fonsi is a Puerto Rican singer and songwriter best
known for his worldwide hit song “Despacito”. The song
Despacito was written by Fonsi, Erika Ender, and Daddy
Yankee, and is a reggaeton-pop song which was composed
with lyrics having performance in a smooth and romantic
way. This song made both Fonsi and Daddy Yankee the
most successful artists of the time.

“Despacito” shot to fame instantly because Fonsi and
Yankee used Latin and urban rhythms in an adroit manner
which captivated and attracted audiences from all over the
world. The song and text has a unique catchiness in it which
literally means “slowly” in Spanish and the song overall has a sensual tone to

The chartbuster has received Latin Grammy Awards for Record of the Year, Song of the Year, Best
Urban Fusion/Performance, and Best Short Form Music Video at the 18th Annual Latin Grammy
Awards. In 2017, “Despacito” was ranked the fifth best Latin song of all time by Billboard.

It later became the first YouTube video to hit over 4 billion views.

LILY SINGH

Making a YouTube video is a skill but becoming proficient
at attracting the people by getting lots and lots of likes and
subscribers, especially knowing what the people want, is
really a different thing. Lilly Singh is a Canadian YouTuber,
vlogger, comedian, author, and actress. She is popularly
known by her YouTube username ||Superwoman]||. She
started her channel in October 2010, and since then, she
has amassed over 12 million subscribers. In 2017, she
was ranked 1st in the Forbes top influencers list in the

entertainment category.

Her videos became famous because they were hilarious,
random, and dramatized exaggerations of topics, that they
attracted the audiences from all over the world.

Singh has received many awards like the MTV Fandom award, four Streamy awards, two Teen Choice
Awards and a People’s Choice Award. She got instant fame from her most popular video, “How Girls
Get Ready” and in her most popular series features are her
fictional parents, Paramjeet and Manjeet, both played by

intact.

Lilly herself. She is known as a feminist YouTuber, and as of
December 2017 she has more than 12.7 million subscribers
following her YouTube channel. After getting popular, she
kept her fame constant by adding more content and work
in her videos to keep the love and the faith of the people

NIKITA SINGH

Nikita Singh is an Indian novelist having 9 best-sellers to
her credit. She has captivated the heart of most of the Indian
youth because she brought to them not only the stories so
realistic but also the stories so relatable. The journey of this

famous author started at the age of 17, where she developed a passion for reading. Nikita Singh wrote
her first novel “Love @ Facebook” and published it in 2011. It is a young adult book about a nineteen-
year-old girl who falls in love with a video jockey after befriending him on Facebook.

“If It's Not Forever... It's Not Love” was the second book that made Nikita Singh popular among the
readers. She co-wrote it with author Durjoy Datta. After she got known to the audiences she made
sure that she wasn't forgotten as quickly as she became famous. Nikita Singh once said that the Harry
Potter series were her first set of books, which she read at the age of 17. She also wrote novels like
The Backbenchers series, After All This Time (2015), Someone Like You (2013), The Promise (2012),
Accidentally in Love... With Him? Again? (2011), to name a few.

By bringing such beautiful novels to the audiences, she bewitched the hearts of all the readers,

especially the youngsters and became a role model for many people.
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reflected in each and every
footstep that everyone takes
towards their Lord. It’s not the
destination they await but the
sweet and long journey before
that, too, is eagerly looked upon
the entire year.

We were never treated as
outsiders; we found the warmth
of our mother’s care in women
there who fed us like their
own children; we always found
an elderly hand stroking our
hair lovingly; we also found a
glimpse of our own brothers
and sisters in the young
Warkaris as their cheerful
laughs echoed with ours. There
were sunny mornings and long
walks, but there were quiet,
beautiful, and starry nights too.
There was synchronized music,
but there were heartfelt prayers
too. There were colours of
spirituality and there was light
of hope too.

What I learned through this
experience was to be friends
with people who are not your
age, your class, your culture and
your caste but to embrace every
individual along with their
culture and try to inculcate
some elements in your own. Try
to make conversations whose
first language isn't same as
yours. This amalgamated travel
expedition of ours changed
us for good. It introduced us
to a newer perspective of life.
A new and vibrant side of life
taught us how to embrace it no
matter what happens. Because
faith finally leads us to our
destination.

The world where we live
today is a tech-savvy place.
Technology  and  gadgets
influence almost every aspect
of our life. Walking miles just to
talk to a friend is unimaginable
for us. Back then, printed maps
were used to find the paths
towards destination. In the
pre-technology era, watching
a live match being played
in a different country from
anywhere in the world was
beyond one’s wildest dreams.

The history of gadgets spans
as far back as the mankind.
Gadget, in simpler terms, is a
mechanical or electronic device
with a practical use. We have
incorporated the use of gadgets
like mobile phones, televisions,
computers, air conditioners,
elevators, cars, etc. in our
day-to-day life. These gadgets
have gone through various
advancements over the time to
be in the form they are today.

Though interactions were
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OUR WHOLE UNIVERSE WAS
IN A HOT DENSE STATE...

Aparna Bachar, MA PART II
PHILOSOPHY

Universe consists of each
and every element of nature
including space and time. Let’s
make the concept simpler
- the universe consists of
both physical as well as non-
physical components. Physical
components are those which
can be easily understood like
flora and fauna, whereas non-
physical components are time,
energy, space, etc. which comes
under abstract concepts.

Here we are restricted to study
it in only two perspectives. The
two main fields of study used for
development and moral growth
are science and philosophy.

The creation of universe is a
controversial topic. Different
theories  support  different
reasons for the same. Einstein’s
theory about creation of our
universe, the Big Bang Theory,
the Theory of Atoms, Prof.
Stephen Hawking’s theory - all
these will help us understand
the journey of universe.

Albert Einstein in his General
Theory of Relativity concluded
that - The universe cannot stay
static, it has to either expand or
contract.

The Big Bang Theory is
believed to be one of the true
explanations of the creation
of universe. It is taken into
consideration that the journey
of universe started from a small
singularity. It is believed that
at the time of Big Bang, the
universe must have been filled
with an unstable form of energy
whose nature is yet unknown to
the scientists.

done through telephones and
pagers, it was not until 1973
that a real wireless mobile
phone was invented. These
phones were made available to
the people by 1980s. Previously
mobile phones served the
sole purpose of calling, later
Nokia introduced different
features like calculator, clock,
calendar, games, etc. By late
1990s, brands like Motorola,
BlackBerry and Samsung added
the features like camera, music,
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi. In 2007,
Apple launched its first iPhone,
a touchscreen interfaced phone

Hartle and Stephen Hawking
proposed the ‘No Boundary
Proposal, according to which
the Inflationary Theory of
Universe is incomplete as it fails
to answer questions about what
before Big Bang. In 1983, both
Hawking and Hartle proposed
an idea that universe did not
have a boundary, just as Earth
doesn’t have boundary, for
example, one may travel all
around the earth and still don't
find a boundary or fall off from
anywhere.

From a philosophical point
of view, Thales of Miletus an
ancient Greek philosopher
often questioned, ‘What is the
cause of this world?” He was the
first one to answer this question
philosophically. According to
him, water is the first cause
of the world. His explanation
for the same is not yet found
but Aristotle, a great western
philosopher explained the same
in his theory. Thales’ philosophy
about the creation of universe
is of only two sentences, and
they are - Water is the cause
of everything. Earth is like a

which initiated the smartphone
revolution. The smartphones
available today have features
like fingerprint Sensors,
face recognition and plenty
of applications performing
different functions.

Television, our beloved idiot
box took years to take the shape
as of today. Its journey started
in early 1880s wherein pictures
were scanned and transmitted
on screen. After few more
mechanical televisions, finally
the first electronic television
was invented in 1927. Colour
televisions and remote controls

floating disk on water.
After that many philosophers

came up with their own
theories to find the truth
about the creation of the
universe. Anaximender said
that the origin of the universe
is  boundless. = Parmenides
stated that permanence was
the reality. He argues that the
universe cannot have evolved
from a state of non-existence
into existence.

We are unable to see the
beginning nor are able to
know the end of this universe.
Describing a thing with no
boundaries is difficult to explain
in words as language surely has
boundaries.

Philosopher Protagoras
quotes, ‘Man is the measure of
all things. It is our duty to at
least try to find out about the
one who has created us. But it
is hard to say whether we will
be able to know the real reason
in the present or in the future
as the same will be repeated
because scientists will continue
to propose more such theories
for understanding the same.

were invented by 1950s. Since
2000, the modern television
began to shape up. It became
lighter, slimmer and portable.
Today LCD, LED, Smart TV
and 3D HD TVs have replaced
the traditional televisions.

Automobiles, another great
invention, made a dramatic
change in the way people
travel. Way before anyone could
think of a vehicle Leonardo
da Vinci made a sketch of a
cart-like vehicle in 1478 which
remained a sketch until its
replica was finally crafted in
2004. Today automobiles have
reached the height which run
on solar energy accomplishing
the dream of future. The hi-
tech innovations in technology
are making the world a better
place to live in. Seeing the
advancements in  different
fields, because of improving
technology, it wouldn't be
inappropriate for one to think
about travelling in time in the
near future.

City of Lakes gears up to transform into a Smart City

Namisha Kondaskar, FYBMM

Thane has been selected as a
part of the Smart City Mission
announced by the government
in September 2016. The cities
selected under the Smart Cities
Mission will get 200 crores for
improving their infrastructure.

Popularly known as the ‘Lake
City, Thane city features as
many as 36 lakes within its pre-
cincts. Thane is the only city
which operates with 7 Munic-
ipal Corporations and 5 Mu-
nicipal Councils. The Thane
district has 24 Vidhan Sabha
constituencies which are fur-
ther grouped into 4 Lok Sabha
constituencies. Thane city is
governed by a governing body
named Thane Municipal Cor-
poration (TMC).

Today Thane is industrially
well developed with increasing
efficiency in all infrastructural
and governing aspects. Also,
it is an emerging centre for IT
companies. The Thane-Belapur
region is one of the largest in-
dustrial belt in India. Along
with other industries, fishing is
also an important industry in
the city due to the presence of
creeks and a long coastline.
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The decreasing population
has increased the scope for
development in the same. As
the vehicular population is ris-
ing, the development projects
in terms of flyovers, bridges,
and road widening are also
increasing. Thane Municipal
Corporation has implemented
certain policies to ensure that
the coverage of water avail-
ability is increased in the city.
‘Kachra Vechak Movement is
implemented to increase waste
collection in rural areas. Also
waste segregation and re-cy-
cling is promoted.

TMC has made it mandatory
for all buildings to install a solar
water heating system. Also, the

v

traffic signals and street lights
on the road use solar energy.
Thane is well connected to
other major cities of India via a
network of roads and railways.
The national highway NH-4
passes through the city. Thane
was the terminus for the first
ever passenger train in India
and now is one of the busiest
railway stations in India. The
railway station provides free
Wi-Fi service under the Rail-
Tel' Project initiated by the
Indian Railways in association
with Google Inc. BrihanMum-
bai Electric Supply and Trans-
port (BEST), Thane Municipal
Transport (TMT), and Navi
Mumbai Municipal Transport

S
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(NMMT), etc. provide bus ser-
vice at affordable rates. Also, the
much awaited Metro service is
sanctioned in Thane and is un-
der construction.

Thane city hosts a number
of Swadeshi fairs, food and lit-
erature fests throughout the
year. The Upvan Art Festival
acts as a platform for over 200
artists from various fields. The
entertainment and night life in
Thane is not less than any other
metropolitan city. Lavish shop-
ping malls, cinema theatres,
clubs, bars, pubs and discos bal-
ances the city by offering a fan-
cy life too. Prestigious theatres
like Gadkari Rangayatan and
Dr. Kashinath Ghanekar Natya-
gruha and exhibition centre like
Thane Kalabhavan also offer
better entertainment options.

All of the above points high-
light the development of Thane
in different aspects. With all
the facilities, services, enter-
tainment hubs, industrial hubs,
developed and developing in-
frastructures. Thane is slowly
climbing the ladder of devel-
opment and proving to be a
front runner in the Smart City
Mission.
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GANDHARVA

The word ‘Gandharva’ itself means
the art of singing. VPM’s Joshi
Bedekar College of Thane is proud to
announce its 11th year of Gandharva
2018. Gandharva, an intercollegiate
cultural festival comes with a
unique theme every year. This year’s
theme is “Peace: The Beauty of Life”.
Every year, many colleges all over
Mumbai participate in this festival
in large numbers. Over a period
of more than two months the core
committee members were working
wholeheartedly to make the festival
a great success and their hard work
is going to bear fruits on the 13th of
January, 2018.

Peace is a state of balance and
understanding in oneself and between
others, where respect is gained by the
acceptance of differences, tolerance
persists, conflicts are resolved
through dialog, people’s rights are
respected and their voices are heard,
and everyone is at their highest point
of serenity without social tension.

NAVR

The festival, which is a convergence
of fun and learning, was a nine-day
celebration. With great honour and
pleasure, Navrang made it to its
glorious 27th year. This year, Navrang
was celebrated from the 14th of
December to 23rd of December, 2017.
Hon’ble Principal, Dr. (Mrs.) Suchitra
Naik, along with the Vice principal
and other respected dignitaries
inaugurated the festival.

Preparations of Navrang went on
the floor from early December and
all student council members worked
tirelessly to make this event a grand
success. Like every year Navrang
provides a learning platform to the
students. This year was no different
and because of Navrang students
could broaden their horizons and
push their boundaries walking in a
unique path.

All the days were grand and
splendid in their own way. The first
day of Navrang was Cotton and
Khadi Day. All the students in cotton
dress were looking like flowers, ready
to bloom every hour. Group Alike
Day, Traditional Day, Sports Day
were some days which attracted the
audience. In this way various days
like Saree and Tie Day, Winter and

DR. RAJESH MADHVI
(MBS, LLB, LLM)

However, in today’s world, peace and
harmony face various threats. This
year the theme will ensure that the
students create a peaceful atmosphere
in and around themselves. If they
start by themselves, it will spread all
over the country, because, just like it’s
said, “today’s youth are tomorrow’s
future” They are the ones who are
going to change the world and make
it a better place to live in, so it has
to start from them. To make it a
great success, the Gandharva team is
working very hard.

Over 150+ colleges are targeted by
the public relations team to invite
more number of students in the
college and participate in the events.
The PR team left no social media
platform to promote the events, be
it Facebook or Instagram, which
is, indeed, a techno-savvy way of
connecting to students and colleges.

It will be conducted on 13th
January, 2018 where the excitement
and the enthusiasm will be the same

Tiara Day, Blue and White Day, Red
and Black Day, and Formal Day made
it an exciting week for the students.

The backbone of Navrang were all
the charismatic competitions. Literary
events like Elocution Competition,
News reading and News Writing,
Debate, etc., helped to improve
interpersonal communication skills
of students.

Creative events like Hair Styling,
Nail Art, Mehndi, Greeting Card
Making, and Poster Making opened
the corridor of talent and ideas for
students. Media events like Short film
and Photography added flavours of
imagination and aspirations. Sudoku,
alogic-based brain teaser was a nerve-
racking experience for the students.
Musical Chairs for the Supportive
Staff was filled with great fun and
enjoyment for all the supportive staff
members of the college.

Then came the mellifluous singing
competition in which the quest
to find the best budding singers
was fulfilled. Next came the Dance
Competition which even compelled
the audience to get on their feet.
Rangoli-making Competition gave an
incredible chance to the participants
to showcase their style and fashion

as every year in the hearts of the
students as well as the core committee.
The festival will include many events
related to the theme as every year. The
main motto of the festival is to depict
our Indian culture in the minds of
the youth in a unique way through
various themes.

The creative team of Gandharva
makes the college look like a bride and
this year, too, they will do their best.
For every poster or banner displayed,
or any other decoration made, they
make sure that the elements go
with the theme. There is one team
of unsung heroes which looks after
the needs of the volunteers’ material
needs for the festival. The team is
named as the hospitality team, which
makes sure that the volunteers don’t
fall short of anything.

To organize such a big event, the
core members need the support of
the teachers. The teachers make the
students believe in themselves by
giving them the confidence to stand

to depict various patterns, shapes
and shades of Rangoli. Blind-Sheep,
Shape-up, Open mic, three-legged
race are some games that students
enjoyed during the festival.

Although the second last day of
Navrang dawned, the same energyand
excitement was seen in the campus
throughout. Various achievements
and notable works done by professors
and supportive staff were discussed
and appreciated in a session held in
Kattyayan.

A student, when asked about the
experience of Navrang, said, “I am
very happy. It is a great pleasure
to participate in Navrang as all the
events are well organized and proper
etiquettes are followed in the campus.
Keeping in mind the overall growth
and development of students, all the
designed events continue to inspire
and motivate us all”

The nucleus of Navrang - the
Personality Contest - was one to
remember. The contest not only
boosted the confidence of the
participants, but also proved to be
an ace at imparting some tips to
the audience, as well. The relentless
thirst of the participants to learn
and acquire knowledge, coupled

Chrysalis is an inter-collegiate
management and media event held
by the Self Finance Department of
Joshi-Bedekar College. The event is
aimed towards bringing on board
various industries and recognized
organizations to help the students
understand and absorb latest trends
in management techniques. This is
a mega event where students across
several colleges conducting Self
Finance courses participate.

The theme this year was “Go
Green, Go Smart — Uniting Trees
and Technology” The intention of
the theme was to create awareness
about the growing concerns for
conservation of the environment
and how smart technologies can help
the cause. The ‘Run-up to Chrysalis’
had half day events on the 13th of
September, 2017 and the 14th of
September, 2017 that revolved around
the theme. Chrysalis, a full day event,
was held on the 16th of September,
2017. Chrysalis proudly boasted
a strength of over 300 volunteers
and participation from over 40
colleges for three media and four
management events. The event was
run by President Mr. Sumedh Karnik,
Vice President Ms. Shazia Khan,
Secretary Mr. Roshan Jundare, their
committee of eight General Managers

To portray the culture of various
regions of India, a ‘Cultural Festival
was organized by the Bachelor of
Mass Media (BMM) department of
Joshi-Bedekar College. Second year
students of the BMM department,
took the initiative and participated
in large numbers. The principal of
the college Dr. Suchitra Naik, along
with the other professors, was also
present for the program to encourage
the students and to impart some
knowledge on the Indian culture
to the students. Introduction about
the Cultural Festival was given by
Prof. Sangita Mohanty, where she
explained the significance of Indian
culture and how diverse it is.

“The various religions followed in

forth and conduct the event. It has
been a legacy which is passed on to
juniors who once where trainees for
the event.

Gandharva is not only an
intercollegiate culture festival, but
also an open platform for students
for showing their talent through
various events, inculcating team spirit
in the minds of the youngsters, a
feeling of responsibility, love towards
the nation, sense of brotherhood,
professionalism, building confidence
in the minds of the students, and
also various other qualities. This
year, too, the festival is going to be a
great success like every year, followed
by more than 150 colleges all over
Mumbai, setting a benchmark for
further year.

- ATISHA LAD , FYBMM

with exceptional communication
skills was complimented and praised
by all of the proficient judges. This
event also encouraged participants
to enhance and have command
over their presentation, body
language, expressions and non-verbal
communication skills. The most
exclusive thing about Navrang is the
selection of the “King” and “Queen”
of Navrang from degree college and
the “Prince” and “Princess” from
junior college of Joshi-Bedekar.

The Annual Prize Distribution
Ceremony of Navrang took place
towards the end of the festival. All the
winners received best wishes along
with medals and certificates. On a
very sentimental note, Navrang was
concluded. The festival taught the
students and the volunteers a number
of life lessons and left them all with
vivid memories to be cherished. In this
manner, a festival which was stunning
and thrilling seized the opportunity
to shine and sparkle in various
dresses, preserving culture and giving
all students an eye of unique vision.

- NIRMEETI PATOLE, FYBMM

and eight Heads of Departments, Mrs.
Neha Malkhare, the Coordinator of
Chrysalis, and Ms. Rasika Desai, the
Co-Coordinator of Chrysalis.

The event kicked off on the 13th of
September, 2017 with the Cleanliness
Drive. The purpose of this drive was
to acknowledge the hard work and
efforts put in by the “Cleanliness
Unit”. They were felicitated by the
Principal, Dr. Suchitra Naik, and were
also handed over cleaning kits that
included masks and gloves. All of the
300 volunteers, too, were given gloves
and brooms. They then proceeded to
clean the college campus.

The 14th of September, 2017 was the
day that had everyone pumped up. A
panel discussion with YouTubers was
in store. Prajakta Koli of MostlySane,
Saurabh Nahar of ‘All About
Technologies, Yahya Bootwala, and
Azania Patel from ‘Spill Poetry, and
Simar Singh from UnErase Poetry
were on the panel. Ms. Shazia Khan
conducted the seminar by asking a
series of structured questions based
on the topic to help the students
understand the pros and cons of
YouTubing.

On the 16th of September, 2017,
the 300 volunteers and the Core
Committee assembled at the Fountain
for the inauguration of Chrysalis

CHRYSALIS

2017-18. The Chief Guest, Mr. Sunil
Chavan, Additional Commissioner
of Thane and who is also the CEO of
Smart Cities, Thane, along with the
Principal Dr. Naik, the Co-ordinator
Mrs. Neha Malkhare, and Ms. Rasika
Desai inaugurated the event by
garlanding the sculpture of Dr. V.
N. Bedekar, the former Chairman
of VPM. Everyone then proceeded
towards the Kattyayan where Mr.
Sunil Chavan addressed the students
on the upcoming projects in Thane
and the importance of Smart Cities.
The calendar of Chrysalis 2017-18
was released. The Panel Discussion
then commenced which was one of
the highlighted events of Chrysalis.
Mrs. Malkhare was the moderator
of the discussions. All the panellists
briefed about their respective fields
that revolved around the theme.

Simultaneously, the media and
management events started. Vyapaar,
an event to test how well a participant
convinces other students around
the campus to buy a set of products,
Bears and Bulls, a simulation of the
stock market and Riddle me, a quiz
event were some of the highlights that
saw maximum participation from
colleges. Winners of all seven events
were awarded certificates and cash
prizes.

LTURAL FES

India have their own distinct culture
and beliefs,” remarked Dr. Naik. She
also mentioned our two sacred rivers,
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. The
rivers of India are the primary source
of living of the Indian people. The
Indians have given the river Ganga
the designation of their mother and
refer it to as ‘Ganga Maiya' with
affection.

The students, divided into 16
groups, represented 16 states of
India and their respective cultures.
They depicted the way of living,
religions, traditions, etc. The states
which were featured were Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Assam,
Nagaland, Manipur, Odisha, to name

a few. They presented it in the form
of PowerPoint presentations, and
posters on various happenings like
Globalization, Privatization, Digital
Media were displayed. The group
which represented the Nagaland
states were declared as the winners.

Three short films were also screened
on an array of topics such as cultural
conditioning, construction of culture,
and gender equality conveying the
message that women should be
treated equal to men.

Cultural conditioning encompasses
your world view; the way you think,
speak, and youre your religious
beliefs; your interpretations of the
right and the wrong; what you eat
and how you dress, etc. The teachings

The Rolling Trophy of Chrysalis
2017-18 was awarded to Gurunanak
College, Sion by the Principal Dr. Naik
for their remarkable performance
throughout all events.

The Prize Distribution for
volunteers and the Core Committee
was held on the 13th of October,
2017. The ceremony kicked off
with a speech by the Coordinator
of Chrysalis, Mrs. Neha Malkhare
followed by the Principal Dr. Naik.
Medals and certificates were then
awarded to all volunteers. The
award for Mr. Versatile was given
to Mr. Omkar Vaidya and Ms.
Versatile to Ms. Meghana Patil for
their exceptional hard work and
contribution. The award for the best
Heads of Department was given to
Ms. Akshara Shetty, HOD of Public
Relations and Mr. Sohail Khan, HOD
of Chrys-Tenament. The honour
of Chrysalis, the award for the Best
Chrysalite, was given to Mr. Jayesh
Bisht, General Manager of Creativity
and Mr. Aseem Mohite, General
Manager of Chrys-Tenament.

Participation from over 40 colleges
and 300 volunteers, Chrysalis 2017-
18 ended by leaving behind a lot of
memories and a benchmark to be
surpassed next year.

- SHAZIA KHAN, TYBMS

TIVAL

of our cultures vary from place to
place and there are various aspects
to it. As one can see, ours is a very
traditional one and everyone has
different opinions about it which may
be positive or negative. Therefore,
the Indian culture is very unique and
has various practices. Although the
youth are quite skeptical about the
outdated aspects of our culture, it will
be distinct with time and wouldn’t be
traditional any more. This was the
main motive of the Cultural Festival
- to ensure that the youth know the
importance of the Indian culture. In
conclusion, the youngsters came out
with a different mindset towards our
Indian culture and its uniqueness.

- ATISHA LAD, FYBMM
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A walk into the unknown where I
found myself

! Vidita Munankar, Editor-in-Chief

I find myself in niches and corners,
In pebbles and in the soil;

I find myself in the roots of trees.
And the branches that coil.

I find myself in the laughter,
In a mourner of a loved one
In love, in anger and despair
I find myself in everyone.

There are parts of you scattered into the universe. Until you step out in the darkness and try to collect it, you
won't be able to complete yourself; you won't be able to find yourself.

These missing parts will always behave like a reminder in your life. A reminder to take grip of your own
destiny and forget what is written for you, a reminder to find.

To find the first missing piece, the piece of your skills. For this, you need to dive deep down into yourself. It
will be stuck there somewhere, wanting to come out and show the world what you truly are but your doubts
are constantly pulling them down. Look for it, pull it up to the brim and let it weave its magic on yourself.
This is an adamant but a crucial part of yourself. It will define you, make you and even break you. Do not let
it hide forever. Get a really strong grip on it and never leave its side. When you believe in your skills they will
believe in you. Over the period of time, they will nurture itself, polish itself like a diamond and eventually will
be by your side.

This skills will be the reason people will know you for. People will question your skills. Be ready for that.
They will often tell you that what you are doing is not worth it, it is not right but again stick to it. Be loyal to
your skills and let your talent speak for you and the critics will be silenced someday. But doing something you
don’t like for the rest of your life will make you a person but doing something that you love will make you a
legacy. And your skills define your legacy.

Your opinions are the next missing piece in finding yourself. Your skills may speak for you but your opinions
decide how you have shaped yourself. You may not find this missing piece somewhere preserved in a corner
but it will be in abundance everywhere. The more you acquire knowledge and stuff it in your suitcase of
curious mind, the more you will find yourself building your own opinions. Opinions require a firm mind and
a determined heart. It does not reside in a weak soul. They will make you stronger, develop your confidence
to strongly repel or accept anything no matter who stands in front of you. But opinions are very cunning, they
will test you. At every point in your life, no matter the opinions you are expressing are right or wrong; you will
face condemnation. People will try to discard them but pinions can make you fight alone. That is what will
help you to rise. Rise like a phoenix from the ashes.

Experiences help you to shed your old skin and embrace the new you. This missing piece is always scattered.
You may not even know sometimes that you have actually found it. This is a potluck where every experience
teaches you something, changes something in you and makes you a better person. Initially you will be cursing
your fate which let you go through such circumstances, you will be constantly wondering how I ended up
here. But these experiences are subtle. They either leave a horrifying scar or a beautiful mark on you. not on
your body but your soul too.

A lose will leave a scar but a win will give you a mark to cherish. All these impressions that experiences leave
behind do not come with a warning sign. They land in your life and subtly start the process of making you a
better version of yourself.

Your deeds once done will float in this universe like a debris formed and come back to you in the form of
appreciation. This missing piece of yourself will always be right in front of you, waiting for you to grab it in
the form of opportunities and turn it into gold.

Your deeds define you. They tell you how different you are from others. How unique you stand in a crowd
of millions. If an old man is crossing the road and there are twenty people on the street just staring at him
mindlessly as he walks with vehicles speeding both ways. Only you feel the need to help him out, you have
made your deed count and you have set yourself apart from others too.

The feeling of bringing a change in someone’s life gives you the utmost fulfilment that you can ever imagine.
Similarly, a bad deed latches onto you in the form of guilt and never leaves your back. Both, whether good or
bad deeds; they teach you as how even a single drop of water can make a tiny little sapling grow into a tree that
is strong and will sustain for generations. Performing deeds is like planting a small seed in your own backyard.
Your keep on watering it every day and one day it grows. But remember, deeds always have a tendency of
being late. They will reward you, but a little late. The fruits of this tree thought ripen a little slow but tastes like
heaven when consumed.

The most treasured valuable that you will always have along the course of life is that of people around you.
Your loved ones will always have your back no matter what you do, where you go or what you become.

People whom you surround yourself with will always decide what you can lose and what you can find.

Our friends, family, companion brings that fluffy cloud of love into our life which heals even the deepest
of wounds.

Your people may not be the piece missing in defining who you truly are, but you make take time is
recognizing their importance in your life. And once they enter your life, their souls are interconnected with
you. They have their share in your sorrow, your laughter becomes theirs too, they fight for something that
you stand for and they accept something that you love. Love heals and people who love you help you in this
healing process.

Your skills, opinions, experiences, deeds and your loved ones make you a better person. They help you to
solve that jigsaw puzzle and fit in every missing piece floating in the universe. Along this process, you may fall,
bruise yourself, get hurt and halt for a bit; but never stop finding yourself. Because when you find yourself, you
accept yourself and when you accept yourself, you start loving yourself.

it is always better to be living in your own skin rather than wearing a mask and living your whole life
pretending to be someone else.

Bharatnatyam - the dance of
the divine

forms essential part of it whereas, Natyam means dance
Laxman Pochampalli, Page Editor
"

Bharatanatyam also emerged as the mean to entertain
audiences by expressing all the moods and passion. This

beat. Dance is how we express life rhythmically.
Dance is a way of expressing ones deepest and

dance was created in a manner where in the mediocre,
the aristocratic as well as the mean would take on
strongest desires through grace. India has been a cradle
to many dance forms that have emerged over time.
Polished and adapted over a longer period, today these
dance forms are a symbol of the country’s rich culture
and heritage. One such dance form is Bharatnatyam.
Dating back to 200 BC, this graceful art form originated
in the Thanjore district in India. Some intricate
sculptures in the ancient temples of Chidambaram are
also inspired by Bharatnatyam.

Some of the southern parts of India have a tradition
of ‘Devdasis’ Girls at a very young age are offered to
the gods as their wives by a certain community. These
devdasis have to live their entire life serving their god
without an actual married life. These devdasis further
found solace in performing Bharatnatyam in front
of their gods. Their emotions which were suppressed
found a way to express themselves through dance.
Time changed and so did the society. The plight of
devdasis remained the same but it took another form.
These devadasis started performing in front of kings
and royal families. Titled as ‘Rajnartakis, these women
created their space in the society in a unique way and so
did Bharatanatyam flourished and expanded its roots
through genera-tions.

Bhava, Raga and Natya are some emotions that are
minutely expressed in this dance form. It was not solely
made for the purpose of seeking pleasure but in fact
the fabulous dance form is a symbol of several cosmic
relationships and expression (Bhava) emanating from
all the words. Raga means music or melody which

which includes special gestures and hand mudras.
language that has no words, no symbols and
no rules but still conveys everything in a heart-

different types of forms and bring in revolutionary
changes.

While performing this dance; gestures, mudras and
expressions are its core which enhances its beauty.
Anger, happiness, sorrow, excitement, disgust; every
emotion are expressed in such a way like a beautiful
masterpiece. But the dancers are the subtly used colours
in that masterpiece and their years of training finally
comes to life at the time of ‘Arangetram’. It means
ascending the stage by a dancer on the completion of
formal training. For the Arangetram, one must have at
least 9 to 10 years of training.

Stamina and concentration is the key to this dance
form. Other than the costumes worn during this
dance forms, a pair of anklets called as ‘Ghungroo.
The rhythm that resonates in the entire auditorium
not only tells the story about the dancer but the legacy
this dance form has. Dancer’s make-up also plays a
crucial role to enhance the physical appeal. ‘Althaa’
(Red dye on hands and fingertips) are a symbol of a
Bharatnatyam dancer which interprets the strong grip
the dancer has on her feet as well as the eccentric beauty
the dance tries to convey. The amalgamation of Car-
natic music along with instruments like Natvangum,
Tattakali, Tattamanay, Voilin, Flute and Harmonium
creates an aura that literally takes you back in that era
of ‘Rajnartakis’

Bharatnatyam is a jewel in Indias crown that has
appropriately represented the country in the world.
When a dancer is on stage, he/she only hears the beats
of her ghungroo, her Althaa depicts the magnificence of
emotions and her aura reveals the colours of nature that
makes the performance larger than life.

Plucky, Tony Soldier Down!

- Prathamesh Deshpande, English Editor

etired Captain Vikram Singh curls himself up on his
bed in his room, shaking, as he remembers his friend

nd brother-in-arm, the late Lieutenant Aniruddh Dev
getting shot in front of his eyes. There’s blood everywhere,
smoke, explosions, gunfire, stench of burnt skin, screams of
soldiers, his fellow soldiers, his brothers getting slaughtered
in cold blood. Not being able to hold it in anymore, Vikram
lets the floodgates open.

The 41-year-old former soldier spends another sleepless
night in his bedroom, scared and all alone; his wife left him
because of the increasing appearances of his nightmares and
her inability to overpower his reaction to them. Vikram hates
himself, for he takes the blame for Lieutenant Dev’s ill-fated,
but inevitable, death.

I could’ve saved him.

It should’ve been me!

Why him?!

PTSD. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder - a mental disorder
that a person can develop after they experience or witness
a disturbing event like accident, war, sexual assault, or any
such similar event that endangers the person’s life. War, in
this context, took a heavy toll on Capt. Vikram Singh’s life.
His family abandoned him when he needed them the most;
he lost faith in himself, thought he was weak, and gave up on
life, in general. To think of it, life must have been different for
Vikram than it is now.

Vikram Singh was the most notorious kid in the family;
restless and cheerful like a monkey swinging from one branch
to the other. But as he grew up, his love for music made him
calm and composed; helped him focus and concentrate on
his level of productivity. But the mischief never died and
could be sometimes evident from his sarcastic outbursts at
people whom he found imprudent.

As a ten-year-old, little Vikram had visited the prestigious
National Defence Academy (NDA) in Pune, Khadakwasla,
with his family to see his uncle who was training there as a
Navy cadet. Vikram was mesmerized by the way the smart
cadets, including his uncle, around him walked, talked, and
behaved. Their disciplined routine and active lifestyle is what
caught young Vikram’s attention and that's when he said to
himself, “Someday, I'll be like them. Someday, I'll be like
him..” He made it a point that he declared his life’s ambition
to everyone around him - parents, friends, parents of his
friends, teachers, or any random person whom hed just met.

As he entered class 12, Vikram started preparing for the
entrance examination of NDA, conducted by the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC), that allowed undergraduates
from all over the country to join the Indian Armed Forces
and choose any of the three professional services of their
choice - the Indian Army, Indian Navy, and Indian Air Force.
Vikram wanted to join the Army. Due to his date of birth, he
had four attempts for the examination against the usual three.
But to his disappointment and everybody else’s, he couldn’t
take advantage of his God-given fourth attempt and just
had to stop thinking about ever joining the Army. “Maths. It
was maths that failed me;” he would tell his parents, friends,
parents of his friends, teachers, or any random person whom
hed just met. “That damned subject was an obstacle in my
career. Ugh, I hate Maths!”

Dejected, he had to settle for a graduate study in
journalism, as he was an avid reader and a fine writer. After
passing the second year of his Bachelor’s degree in Mass
Media with Journalism as his major, an advertisement in a
newspaper caught his attention. It was of a coaching class
for the Combined Defence Services Examination (CDSE),
run by a retired Lieutenant Colonel of the Indian Army. The
CDSE allowed graduates from all over the country to join the

Indian Armed Forces. “This could be my second chance. My
last chance, actually;” thought Vikram. He met with the Lt.
Col. To discuss about the kind of coaching that was offered to
clear the exam. It came to his knowledge that he could take
two types of CDSEs - one with Maths, and one without. A
ray of hope entered Vikram’s life as he could fulfil his dream
of becoming an Army officer someday with Maths gone!
But taking the exam without Maths came with a con - he
could only opt for a Short Service Commission, which was
10 years of service after training from the Officers Training
Academy (OTA), Chennai, as opposed to the one with Maths
that granted Permanent Commission, which was 20 years
of service after training from the Indian Military Academy
(IMA), Dehradun. Vikram preferred serving in the Army,
albeit for a short period of time, rather than not serving at
all. He signed up for the coaching and began prepping for
the CDSE. This time, he decided not to tell anyone. Not even
his friends, parents of his friends, teachers, or any random
person whom hed just met. His parents essentially knew
because theyd paid for the coaching.

To his contentment, he passed the CDSE in his first attempt,
and cleared all the tests that followed next. He received a Letter
of Joining from the Indian Army and left home to undertake
training at the OTA in Chennai. After going through 18
months of rigorous training, he passed out as a Lieutenant in
the Army and went on to become a Captain after subsequent
years of service. As a Gentleman Officer, Vikram excelled in
all the spheres of training. Everyone - from the trainers to his
fellow cadets - was fond of him. They could count on him and
look at him for help in their time of need. Every guy was like
his brother for whom hed lay down his life without thinking
for a second. The severe training would stress the cadets
physically as well as mentally, but he would make everything
seem easy with his constant support and his skills of playing
the guitar and singing exceptionally well.

During his time of service, hed befriended many fellow
officers. But the one whom he could truly call his brother
was Lieutenant Aniruddh Deyv, a cheerful young lad, a fine
gentleman, and an excellent soldier. Over time, Aniruddh and
Vikram became quite popular amongst the battalions in their
regiment for their unity, brotherhood, and love for pranking
fellow officers and jawans when off-duty. On the battlefield,
the duo was the most trusted upon; their brilliant strategies
and exceptional shooting skills made them commendable
soldiers, and thus, one of the best in their profession.

The untimely death of Lt. Dev in a war that ensued between
India and its rival country was something that altered Capt.
Singh's personality, and his life, altogether. After being
honourably discharged from the Army on medical grounds,
Capt. Singh went home to live with his wife in their apartment
in Mumbai. All that Vikram needed then was a lot care and
love. His sudden mood swings, zoning out, and irritability
had become a nuisance for his wife, which compelled her to
leave him. Therapy during early stages of PTSD might have
prevented it. He couldn’t get it by himself, nor was there
anybody else who could get it for him. The only person who
could left him.

The once happy and outgoing Vikram now spends all day
in his room in solitary confinement. The once productive
Vikram now struggles to get things done. The once focused
Vikram is now disoriented and now puts salt instead of sugar
in milk while attempting to make a decent cup of coffee for
himself. The change in his personality is drastic; just a step
away from breaking.

Vikram, through no fault of his own, developed the
condition which the fancy shrinks call “Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder”. He did not want it. He never asked for it. Any of
it. All he ever wanted to do was serve his nation and make a
secure career for himself so that he could take care of himself
and those around him. Or was it his fault to choose a career
that made him the person he is today - alone and broken?

In every house resides a Wonder Woman!

1 Pranalika Chalmelkar, Chief Reporter

ehind every successful man there is a woman, not
B only in case of a man but even when it comes to

administration of whole world, she is right there
standing strong; weighing everything on her own shoulders
quietly. Her determination can move mountains while her
love has the power to make hatred go away. Women were
always in the backseat letting the patriarchy drive her. But
every now and then have kicked the patriarchy out of the
car, took hold of the steering wheels and drove wherever
they wanted. Till now, women were only were part of the
family organization but today women are becoming the
unit of the society that influence the course of social change.
The modern society has started recognizing the identity of
wom-en, their contribution has found a lot of significance in
the coming years. It is always said, ‘If you educate a boy you
educate him, but if you educate a girl you educate the future’

The legacy of a courageous woman can be traced years back.
When it comes to her pride and the protection of her people,
she doesn’t look back. Rani of Jhansi tied her new-born to her
back and fought the enemy like a true warrior. Her bangles
just not depict her beauty but it depicts the pledge she has
taken to guard her people, her clan, and her entire kingdom.

In an era were women were still going Sati and were only
restricted to the four walls kitchen, one woman along with
her husband started a school for girls. They were beaten up,
stones were pelted on them but she was firm. Savitribai Phule
knew wonders it could to our regres-sive society if the girl in
this society is educated.

“Some things girls can’t do’, when such statements are
made; women like Marie Curie an-swers them with their
work and enormous contribution at the cost of her life. Her
path break-ing discovery in radioactivity gave the world one
of the most important inventions, thee X-Ray costing her life
due to radiation. A woman can cross limits to conquer her
passion, she can do anything to give something to the society.

These are the women that slapped the face of patriarchy and
sexist remarks when women were not even allowed to step
out of the house. They are the true heroes who have given
us the courage to put our step forward and be the change we
want to see in this world.

Whenever one woman achieves great heights and our
bestowed upon appreciations for her work, at the same time
some girl, in some corner of the country is raped, abused or
killed. Not only this, our society often chains women with
its opinions, notions and traditions that are uncalled for. A
chain to tell her how to dress, a chain that tells her how to
speak, a chain that tells her the process which makes the

entire humankind is impure, is holy, a chain that tells her she
will always be judged no matter what, a chain that tells her
‘you cannot be different. These chains are tangled into one
another and women since ages are trying to untangle it, to
free themselves from this. Some have achieved to untangle a
part of it, some have achieved to do the other but still some of
it remain; tightening everyday around every woman, letting
her know that it is no escaping this.

But on the brighter side when many national and
international media report atrocities committed against
women in India, the stories of women’s leadership in
development remains often an ignored story. As India
pitches headlong into making toilets in the Swachh Bharat
Mis-sion, there are heartwarming stories of women leading
campaigns for better lives in their Panchayats against heavy
odds. Women who have sold their mangalsutras to protect
their pride. She is fighting everyone who once she dared not
speak against, all for her dignity.

Gender seems to be all pervasive but the very basis of
existence, and the one factor that de-termines almost
everything about someone’s life is home. Home is the place
where these ste-reotypes are born, fostered and inculcated.
Home is the place where the change could happen and needs
to happen. It is acceptable for both boys and girls to cry when
they feel hurt just like it is also important for both boys and
girls to not cry for everything that doesn’t happen their way
because they need to grow up as strong, rational adults. It is
acceptable for a girl to choose a racing car as her favorite toy
and it is absolutely acceptable for a boy to want to cuddle with
a doll as his comfort toy.

Women play multiple roles in their life as a mother,
daughter, sister, wife and a working pro-fessional with
remarkable harmony and ease. With a constant cry for equal
opportunities at work, they are functioning with a spirit of
team work to render all possible co-operation to their male
counterparts in meeting the deadlines and targets set in their
respective professions. Women empowerment is not just
limited to urban areas, but women in rural areas are also
now making their voice heard loud and clear in society. They
are no longer willing to play a second fiddle to their male
counterparts. Literate or illiterate both are asserting their
social and politi-cal rights and making their presence felt,
regardless of their socio- economic background.

She is the flame that lights up houses but she can turn into
wildfire when required. She is a single dew drop at the edge of
the leaf but she can be an ocean of capabilities. She is a pebble
sitting quietly in a corner peacefully but she can be an iceberg
that destroys ships in the ocean. A woman can be anything if
you let her be.
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From writing on stones to writing

Sangita Mohanty
Assistant Professor, BMM Department

Journey of Technology in all practical sense
started in pre-historic era when men learnt
the use of fire and make its food habit little
bit more tasteful. It was followed by stone
age where whole lot of equipment were made
to facilitate easy haunting and self-defence.
With advent of agriculture another revolution
of technology started which was more agro
based and led to creation of all great civiliza-
tions mostly located on the banks of rivers.

Technology was accompanied with econo-
my and then comes the power struggle lead-
ing to creation of states and kingdoms. Inter-
nal conflicts and conflicts between states also
led to systematic growth of technology mostly
to facilitate armory of states. All these moved
around the concept of owning fertile land and
allied agricultural activity like jungles, crop
transportation and movement of armed forc-
es. But bottom line of all technological inno-
vation was revolving around agriculture.

In late eighteenth century came the indus-
trial revolution in Europe leading to shifting
of econo-my from agriculture to industry
based. Mechanical operation with mecha-
nism and invention of electricity as a source
of power revolutionized the technological
base and processing of raw material to differ-
ent usable outputs became norm of economy.
Development of chemical composition made
a huge foot print the health care sector and
many other areas. With effective Research and
Development, the utility of every material was
verified and commercial exploitation of the
same led to constant upgradation of technol-
ogy. The business scenario gradually changed
to cashless thanks to effective integration of
computer and telecommunication.

on Apples

India’s Technological Journey:

Science, technology and innovation have
had a great impact on economic growth and
social development in India. The Govern-
ment moved from scientific policy resolution
(1958) to the technology policy statement
(1983) to the science and technology policy
(2003) and finally to the science, technology
and innovation policy (2013). These are il-
lustrative of the commitment to science and
technology by successive governments, as also
the welcome emphasis on the importance of
science led technology led innovation over a
period of time. We can look at our 40-year
journey, the pre-liberalized as well as the
post-liberalized India.

First, India experimented with socialism
for more than four decades, which kept out
foreign capital and technologies, but spurred
local innovation based on indigenous tech-
nology.

Second, the Indian economy didn't start
growing until the 1990s, so local companies
were small. Indian entrepreneurs, therefore,
developed a penchant for undertaking small
projects with indigenous (import substituted)
technologies but with huge capital efficiency.

Third, local companies knew that while In-
dia has both rich and poor people, catering
only to the rich limited their market. They
were forced to create products that straddled
the whole economic pyramid from top to bot-
tom. Thus, affordable inclusive innovation
was firmly integrated in to the strategy.

And fourth, the most important driver hap-
pened to be India’s innovation mind-set. Some
Indian leaders had the audacity to question
the conventional wisdom. The mix of minis-
cule research budgets, small size, low prices
but big ambitions translated into an explosive
combination of extreme scarcity and great as-
piration which ignited the Indian innovation.

Indian technology grew in a denial driven
mode in the pre-liberalised India. Foreign

WE NEVER FIGHT TO HURT
PEOPLE BUT TO HELP OURSELVES

Sneha Kadam
Assistant Professor, BMM Department

Martial arts are considered as physical
activity to maintain health and fitness of
body but it has great roots in the history of
various countries in effectively changing lives
of people.

Bodhi dharma, a 6th-century Buddhist
monk from India who transmitted Zen
to China is traditionally credited as the
transmitter of Chan Buddhism to China,
according to Chinese legend, he also began
the physical training of the monks of Shaolin
Monastery that led to the creation of Shaolin
kungfu. Many martial arts forms originated
from Shaolin Style. Master Bodhi dharma
taught that martial arts should be used for
self-defense, and never to hurt or injure
needlessly. In fact, it is one of the oldest Bodhi
dharma axioms that “one who engages in
combat has already lost the battle”

Many martial arts which originated
in Southern India were banned by the
government of the British Raj, few of them
which barely survived are Kalaripayattu
and Silambam. These and other martial arts
survived by telling the British government it
was a form of dance.

Martial arts have enormous journey of
centuries and has travelled many parts of the
world transforming life of people. Traditional
martial arts were used for war tactics Ninjutsu
is the branch which deals with strategy of
unconventional warfare or Guerrilla warfare.
it also taught medicinal practices. Various
modern sports styles were developed in Japan
from this traditional fighting system during
19th century like Judo, karate, jujutsu etc.
Various forms of boxing and kick boxing
also evolved from the martial arts. Martial
art can shape individual’s life in all from as
its practice start from physical level and has
strong connection with one’s mind. It has
been linked with the religion and spirituality.
Meditation is one of the important aspect in

The s

Damini Choudhari
y Circulation Head

Theatre where a story weaved intricately
with the power of pen and brought to life on
the stage creates magic in front of audience
and carves itself as a page to be read forever.
Not only the on-stage cast but also the
backstage cast plays an important role in the
play. Theatre came into being 2500 years ago
and initially was a part of rituals and activities
performed in front of a small group of the
society.

Theatre during the ancient times, used to
be silent wherein the cast used to perform
through mere actions. The Romans gave their
unique touch to theatre. Aeschylus wrote
plays which conveyed the qualities of honour,
responsibility and duty to their city-state.
Greek playwrights such as Sophocles and

many martial arts systems. Korean Martial
arts such as tackwondo emphasizes on
practitioner’s spiritual and philosophical
development. Inner peace can be achieved
through meditation and training.

In all these years of journey of martial
arts cinema and its audiences has always
appreciated martial arts techniques in
movies. Bruce Lee has popularized his style of
fighting and his favourite weapon nunchaku.
His excellency of practice and speed of the
techniques is still notable. After him Jackie
Chan also created his separate space with the
audience with his flexible reflexes in movies.
He has aptly quoted in one of his movie,
“Kung Fu is not about fighting it's how to live
life”

In today’s society martial arts training
has become essential for self-defense and
fitness. Martial arts training helps to improve
physical, mental, emotional, spiritual health
of an individual. This practice helps to
overcome fears of mind. Basic form of martial
arts deals with transforming physical body
into strong individual. Various forms work
on developing individual internal energy to
flourish the personality of individual. All the
expert practitioners believe in transforming
mind into martial arts and best fighter is the
one who knows how to avoid fight.

Indian martial arts system Kalaripayattu has
combination of yoga and dance movements
enabling practitioners to achieve maximum
flexibility and also healing techniques. Various
fighting postures are named after various
animals as they resemble to animal’s fighting
stance. It is mainly practiced in Kerala. Higher
level of this practice combines teaching of
healing methods by touching various vital
body points. This form is not much practiced
throughout India but efforts should be taken
to make this kind of complete art reach the
people. Reviving old art is important for
transferring its legacy to next generations.

Martial arts have evolved over the
practice of years and centuries. And has
experienced lavishing journey in itself with its
transformation it has moved human life

how m

Euripides wrote some of the noteworthy plays
that are still read and used as a reference point
by many great play writers.

The world has seen words being immortal
forever through mouths of many. Shakespeare,
the greatest playwright of all time as rightly
said, “When I saw you I fell in love, and you
smiled because you knew”. This exactly tells
how an actor feels when he steps on the stage
for the first time.

Back then, a single person used to perform
various tasks at the same time. Acting,
directing, costumes, etc. were taken care
by a small group without any professional
education. But the passion spoke and the
admiration for theatre was greater than any
technical advances done now. As we talk
about theatre, acting and backstage plays the
most important role. The evolution of acting
and performing has gone through many filters
and have faced many difficulties. Thespis,
who is regarded as the founder of acting

technologies were denied because of lack of
resource as well as a closed economy in the
pre-libralised era. It was through the path
of ‘technonationalismy’ that India developed
self-reliance through its own technologies in
both civilian sectors as well as strategic sectors
such as space, defence, nuclear energy, and su-
percomputers.

Today, technological inventions have rede-
fined the way we live. Chatbots are the latest
revolu-tion in the business landscape. With
the help of Al-powered chatbots, businesses
are better equipped to handle customer ser-
vice functions. These virtual assistants fulfil a
customer’s demand of getting instant service
support from a business. Big data analytics is
transforming the way businesses interact with
customers. The technology helps a brand/
business understand customers’ problems,
aspirations, and expectations, which help in
quicker resolution and providing tailor-made
solutions according to personal expectations.

Artificial intelligence has taken the business
landscape by storm, owing to the enormous
potential benefits it projects for business
growth. With the help of artificial intelli-
gence-powered tools, businesses can pump up
the business process automation and can
strike up conversations that are relevant to the
individual customers.

Virtual reality is the most recent techno-
logical breakthrough that is transforming the
consumer experience landscape for modern
businesses. Virtual reality has the potential to
completely alter the consumer experience as
we know it.

Technology has not only taught how to fin-
nd alternatives for processes which were tire-
some some time back but also has chained us
to it forever.

“IS THIS WHAT WE STAND
FOR?” THE FORTS ASKED

Vaishnavi Deshmukh
Public Relations Head

Life begins at the end of your comfort
zone. On this rollercoaster ride of life, we
experience many ups and downs, there are
highs and there are lows, disappointments
and excitements, laughter and tears, we fall
and get up, succeed as well as fail. Take a step
ahead and you will eventually realize how
beautiful life is. How soothing it is to leave
everything behind and embrace what you
have now. Everyone has their own looking
glass through which they see the world and
everyone has their own story to tell which
they label it as their journey. “Journey” is all
about where we go, how we live and what
we do. Not just to travel from one place to
another, but also transforming from zero to
hero and from fear into freedom.

Try to be an inspiration for others and
make memories throughout the process. We
are living in the country where movies have a
wide effect on people. One of those movie is
‘Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani’. After this movie,
trekking got popular between teenagers.
Earlier trekking was a pas-sion but now it
became a trend. People started visiting forts
and historical places. Indian history has a lot
to offer to someone who wishes to explore fine
architectural skills, cultural amalgamation
and evolution in general.

In our childhood we have studied about
the great Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and
his courage and valor. His ideology, though
spoken less about than his bravery tells more
on how righteous, true and liberal everyone
should be. Somewhere we tend to forget
for what actually he stands for. To acquire a
persona like him we must first inculcate his
beliefs, his values, his preaching.

Forts are the identity of Maharashtra. These

chain of forts along the Sahyadri Mountains
is like a necklace worn by the state. Not only
it tells how strong, tough and robust its every
city, every street and every corner are but
also reflects it in the people too. Each fort has
different name and identity, also has its unique
history. Such is Sinhagad in Pune where ‘Tanaji
Malusare’ was martyred. Shivaji Maharaj
remorsefully said after that, “We won the fort,
but lost the lion”. There is such fascinating
history behind every stone carved and every
battle lost on these magnificent architectures.
Stories that every grandmother of the country
proudly narrates to her grandchildren, stories
that are sung beamingly as ‘Powadas) stories
that every soldier of the country looks upto
for the inspiration he needs when fighting the
war. These stories reflect in our roots and are
con-stantly branching out since its inception,

Ifyou trace back the journey of forts, you will
realize how we have messed up a legacy, the
his-tory and all the glorious stories attached
to it. Although no Indian forts are destroyed
by sudden disasters we are destroying it
gradually by our own hands. We are slowly
intimidating them, succumbing them to their
own death. Destroying these forts, dumping
waste, plastic and consuming alcohol which
is tainting the celebrated past we are ‘oh-so’
proud of. If at all those walls could speak, they
would still speak of the glory of their king and
pardon us for our ghastly mistakes. It would
still embrace us like a child and forgive us.

Generations go and generations come but it
is up to us how we carry on a legacy. Hundred
years from now, no matter how technologically
advanced we will be, how many galaxies we
will discover or how many planets we will
reside; we will be remembered for the deeds
of our ancestors and the inheritance they left
behind. It is up to us how we preserve it and
how we embrace it.

The wheels of life never leave

Tanmay Jaid
Designing Head

“You lack imagination and have no good
ideas”, was told to an eighteen-year-old boy by
the editor of a newspaper. He worked there as a
cartoonist. But he persevered. Tried and failed,
tried and failed; took up jobs with far away in-
terests from his.

It is the journey that teaches you the true
meaning of actually surviving than the desti-
nation where you are ought to be. It is always
said that when something good is taken away
from you, something better always lands in
your lap. That is how we are meant to live, to
survive and to exist. Humans, though pro-
claimed the cleverest of all species living on
this planet still have not figured out how the
‘Wheels of Life’ move. Until we go with the
flow, we won't be able to enjoy what is planned
for us. But to fuel these ‘Wheels of Life, we
must first hop onto the driver’s seat, take hold
of the steering wheel, accelerate your aspi-
rations and just follow the road. At first you
will be afraid, the first few miles will be hard,
overwhelming, but eventually the road will be
your friend.

That eighteen-year-old boy further faced
many difficulties. He was rejected often and felt
dejected often. He made the best of what he had
and yet something was always not right in the
end. But he was determined and believed in his
talent, his capabilities and his ability to wait for
his opportunity.

There will be sturdy roads and bumpy speed
breakers along the way. Broken road signs may
lead you on another path that may halt your
journey for a bit, but there your conscious
will guide you. It will be your headlights in
the night, illuminating the road. Once you are
back on track, forget what happened on those
cold, lonely nights. Forget how you felt and
how the road had treated you. Instead of it,
enjoy this new sunny morning and the beauti-
ful sunrise ahead of you. Admire the beauty of

ust always go

profession led Greece to be the region where
acting actually originated in 6th Century BC.
Modern drama began with Italian comedies
and the taste of plays, stories, music changed
gradually. Later, theatre travelled seas, rivers,
cities and streets.

William Shakespeare, the greatest writer
and dramatist, has wrote plays that are revived
and been an inspiration for many stories till
now. Shakespeare said “The eyes are the
windows to your soul” and an actor is just a
transparent medium waiting to pour out his/
her soul in front of the audience through their
eyes, their expressions.

Indian  theatre  flourished  through
Sanskrit theatre and the most notable of it,
Mahabhasya by Patanjali which amalgamated
mythology and drama together. We often
connect to every character of ‘Batatyachi
Chawl’ written by Maharashtras dearest
writer P. L. Deshpande. V. V Shirwadkar’s
extravagant ‘Natsamrat’ intensely describes an

the road

nature along the way, let the birds fly besides
you as you drive. Collect these memories, pre-
serve them in a jar like fireflies and continue
your way ahead.

As the boy was trying he met a fellow artist
there. Together they dared and ventured into
an unknown territory. New at it, still they tried
their luck and were about to test their talent.
But that business suffered an ugly faith too. At
this moment, he didn’t thought of returns and
took up jobs just for his mere talent. He met few
more people and with struggle eventually start-
ed a new company which featured short car-
toon films. He tasted success for the first time
and after that there was no turning back.

Travel through cities, towns and villages.
There will always be ‘Fear’ accompanying you
in the backseat. Whenever you meet someone
new, whenever you try something new, it will
always be there to tap on your shoulder and
advice you not to do those things. But let that
be in the backseat, ignore what it says and
TRY! Try new things that challenges your lim-
its, venture into corners which are difficult to
reach and befriend new people. Gradually you
will realize you have found your grip over the
‘Wheels of Life’ and after that the road seems
shorter and the destination nearer.

The boy became a man and with that came
responsibilities that were harsh and severe. Af-
ter a brief period of success his company went
bankrupt. With almost nothing he was back
to where it all began. But he had his family,
his work and his talent that supported him.
He moved to a bigger city and started a new
company. Connecting every single dot with the
help of his brother, he was on his way to create
history.

‘Keep going’ is the mantra you have to
follow right now. You cannot turn back, the
starting point is too far. The only option you
have is to drive towards the goal, towards the
destination. It is for your satisfaction that you
are on this path and not for anybody else, just
remember that always. Suddenly, you will
stop, the Wheels of Life will be standing still
on the middle of the road. You need to fix the

actor and his life. Today, Marathi theatre has a
devoted audience and have gave birth to many
prominent personalities of theatre like Vijay
Tendulkar, PL. Deshpande, Satish Alekar, etc.
Ram Ganesh Gadkari, An-nasaheb Kirloskar.
This era gave birth to great singer-actors like
Bal Gandharva, Keshavrao Bhosle, Deenanath
Mangeshkar and Bhaurao Kolhatkar.

I feel proud to be a small part of this never-
ending family which embraces new talent
in its arm every day. It gives me immense
pleasure to work in theatre as its every pillar,
every part and every corner has the legacy
many great actors running through it who
have climbed peaks in their career now.
Before stepping into this field, I was not
inclined towards it. But slowly and steadily I
got to know how are these things done here.
When a group of actors bows down at the end
of the play, the sound of the audience clapping
is what quenches the thirst of an actor. The
overwhelming two hours of a play enchants

punctured tire. Take a deep breath and start
all over again. It is a cold, lonely night, no one
on the road. Take out a spare tire of ideas out
and start attaching it on your situation. Forget
the punctured tire of trials that you took in
your life and start all over again. At this mo-
ment, courage will be your tool. It will help
you patch things up that are hanging on a
single strand. As you are doing this you will
realize that all these things have helped you.
Helped you to discover yourself. A new you,
a better you. Taking risks in your journey is
what life is all about.

The man creates history and introduces to the
world the most loved mouse of all time. Every-
body is mesmerized with ‘Mickey Mouse’ and
his group of friends. The boy who was told that
‘he lacked imagination’ made the world won-
der about his creation. Walt Disney was born
yet again as but today as the father of Mickey
Mouse.

In life, what you want to be tomorrow starts
from today itself. It gets exciting when you
challenge your own weaknesses. Believe in
yourself and you're halfway there. Life’s great-
est glory is never falling but rising even when
you fall. You are about to reach your destina-
tion. All the road signs are hinting you in that
direction. The more close you get the more
you know you have achieved something. And
there it is! You have finally arrived. The sun
shines brighter than ever before above your
head and a strong yet satisfying wind blows.
You got what you wanted and taste what it is
like to actually be something.

Walt Disney further went on to create a lega-
cy of Disney’. Not only animated cartoons but
he started amusement parks and the closest we
can be to fantasy - ‘Disneyland’.

But the ‘Wheels of Life’ do not stop there.
You refill it with fuel and accelerate it again as
new adventures call you. As more things are
left to conquer and more milestones are yet to
be achieved.

the audience and then allows to carry that
small part of it along with themselves.

I am currently pursuing my career as a
backstage artist and it feels great to stand
behind the curtains. Our work largely
contributes to the final piece performed on
stage and that what drives me, the power to
push buttons that can make a masterpiece
or destruct it. Acting, as I feel is behaving
naturally and truthfully under imaginary
circumstances. In Life. To submerge into a
personality that is entirely foreign to you, to
be an altogether different person for that two
hours is a sentiment that never grows old.

Theatre to me feels like ‘Life in Motion’
because here we dont have edits nor any
filters; just you peeling every layer of yourself
and presenting it to the people sitting in front
of you.
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FUN FACTS

The average person spends 6
months of their lifetime waiting
on a real light to turn green.

There are more lifeforms living on
your skin then there are people on
the planet.

One in every five adults believe
that aliens are hiding in our planet
disguised as humans.

You cannot snore and dream at
the same time.

A stopped clock is right two times
every day.

95% of people text things they
could never say in person.

QUIZ

(1) Which is the most visited tourist
attraction in the world?

(A) Times Square (B) Disney World (C)
Eiffel Tower

(2) Which major Canadian city has not
hosted the Olympics?
(A) Montreal (B) Toronto (C) Calgary

(3) What is the capital of Iran?
(A) Tehran (B) Kabul (C) Istanbul

4) How fast can a honey bee fly?
(A) 15 mph (B)10 mph (C)20 mph

(5) Which is the world’s largest active
volcano?
(A) Mount Fuji (B) Arenal (C) Mauna Loa

(6) The first ever recipient of Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna award is:

(A) Vishwanathan Anand (B) Kapil Dev
(C) Limba Ram
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Netrali Huwale, FYBMM
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PLACE

Gauri Parab, FYBMM

Two- lost souls
bonded forever

You were the sun
Fierce and bold
Like the wild fires uncontrolled
I was the ocean
Calm and cold
Like the waters depth untold

You walked in with a bright face
Spreading around pixie dust with grace
I sat in the corner on an old rusted bench
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By Laxman Pochampalli
Page Editor

FIND THE WORDS

Observing the spirited soul in silence

Little did we know our fates would cross
Two opposite souls could create chaos
Little did they know we were perfect symphony
The ocean and the sun were pure irony

With every dusk our friendship grew stronger

Met at the horizon, and wished to stay longer
Wed paint the sky with orange yellow and red
The journey of our relation still remains unsaid

So here we are writing our story together
Two lost souls bonded forever

- Shazia Khan (FYBMS) and Ritika Vinchurkar (FYBMM)

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
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Adventure Success
Travel Road
Trekking Trip
Explore Hiking
Route Camping
Trail Journey
By Jayesh Bisht

OH NO!
WHAT ARE WE

USE THE NET
TO TRAP HIM!

QUICK!

By Netrali Huwale, FYBMM and Jinendra Patkar, FYBMM
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Comic strip by Tanmay Jaid
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AN OUT OF THE BLUE STEP TO MAKE A

Suffiya Khan, FYBMM

The 8th of November,
2016 witnessed a step
taken by PM Narendra
Modi which changed the
dynamics of economy in
Indiafor the year ahead. The
Government announced
that all ¥500 and 31000
notes of Mahatma Gandhi
series will be demonetized
past midnight. This sudden
attempt was made to track
down all the illicit cash in
the country, businessmen,
as well as those people
who participate in such
activities via corruption
and fund terrorism. Fifty-
two days were allotted for
the exchange of old notes.
The initial limit for the
exchange was fixed 34000
from November 8 to 13,
2016. Further, the limit
was increased to ¥4500 and
then reduced to 32000 in
the course of few days.

In accordance  with
the demonetization, new
3500 and 32000 notes
were issued. This was
the third instance where
demonetization was
implemented after 1946
and 1978 in the country.
The main reason to make
legal tender of I500 and

A Year of ‘Making America Great

Nirmeeti Patole, FYBMM

A blend of aggressiveness
and confidence, a crazy
politician with winning
spirit, passion to bring
about a change though
on different terms, a
world leader targeted by
trolls. The 45th American
President, Donald Trump
is a big gun and a headliner

in world politics.
Assoonas Trump entered
the  prestigious White

House on January 20, 2017
as the President of United
States of America, he was
scrutinized for his methods
of administration. With his
entrepreneur skills and an
economic degree, he sits in
the President’s chair with
an unexpected win against
Hilary Clinton. Trump has
been fighting against the
odds and surviving with
smiles while he carefully
ties all the political nods.
His potential to move the
audience, speak according
to the need of the hour,
inbuilt nationalism and
extreme love for his country
puts him in the front page
of newspapers daily. His
controversial stand to build
a wall separating the two

%1000 notes invalid was to

eradicate the flow of black
money in the market which
indirectly would help in the
development of India.

Data  collected  on
October 28, 2016 denotes
that the total circulation
of bank notes in India was
%17.77 trillion. The annual
report of RBI states that of
March 31, 2016 total bank
notes in circulation of I500
and %1000 comprised of 86
percent.

The confidentiality
implemented in this whole
process was applauded by
many. Not more than ten
people knew about the
drastic step to be taken
by the government. The

plotting and structural
planning of the whole
process commenced six

to ten months prior to

nations - US and Mexico

have created a stir among
the liberals.

The tax reform plan was
one of the major victories
for the United States
of America in Donald
Trump’s presidency. He has
delivered the biggest set of
tax cuts in over thirty years.
During Trump’s first year,
employment raised and
over 1 million jobs were
created. Small businesses
are growing and various
incentives are provided to
all sectors by the Trump

government.
Headlines were written
after the nomination

of federal judges by the

CORRUPTION-FRE
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its announcement and
was kept as secretive as
possible.

The now Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India, Urjit
Patel explained that black
money was used on a large
scale to fund terrorism and
it was necessary to curb it.
This major step was taken
in that direction with a
counter terrorism purpose.

Tax evasion is one of the
biggest problem in India.
The Central government
faced this problem very
badly which resulted in
low revenue. Most of the
people  escape  paying
taxes. Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley said prior to
demonetization, “And in a
society, which is otherwise
fairly religious, moralistic
and consider itself ethical,
this was one area where

President during his first
year with 19 confirmed by
the Senate. Appointment
of widely respected Justice
Neil Gorsuch to the
Supreme Court was done
by the President soon
after taking the office.
Expressing concern for
security, he imposed a
travel ban on citizens of
several  Muslim-majority
countries which received
a lot of criticism from all
parts of the world.

The President
stood  for  American
leadership ~ during a
historic United Nations
address, where he outlined
a forceful new strategy

boldly

evasion is the rule’”.
Demonetization created
a cyclone among the
people of the country.
Long and tiring queues
were seen outside banks
and ATMs to exchange the
old notes. Until December
30, 2016 citizens were
allowed to exchange their
old currency, later it was
extended to March 2017.
Ultimatums were given
by the government to
district cooperative banks,
commercial banks and
post offices to deposit the
banned 3500 and 31,000
notes with the Reserve
Bank by July 20, 2017.
People faced
inconvenience by standing
in queues for far too long.
Alternate methods were
used to suppress the black
money. GDP fell at an
exuberantly higher rate
over the course of this

process, inconvenience
in buying and selling,
transportation, were

some problems faced at
fundamental level. But on
the brighter side, there
was a boost in the usage
of cashless transactions all
over the country. It was a
boom period for online
transaction companies as

toward nations that pose
the greatest security threats
to the United States.
His nationalist stand is
clearly visible in his UN
address as well as other
international ~ meetings.
He implemented a policy,
‘America  First, which
emphasizes in promoting

American nationalism
in international
relations.  Many  have
criticized ~ Trump  for

being an isolationist and
implementation of such a
policy.

Trump has very good
relations  with  Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and this friendly
ties has benefited both the
countries. It may be Modi’s
visit to U.S in June or the
November ASEAN-India
summit in which both the
leaders met, the meetings

have strengthened the
bond between U.S and
India.

Both the countries will
assist each other and

support in all the aspects
including finance, science
and technology, trade and
business sector.

Although Trump has put
stricter immigration rules,

E NATION

well as internet banking.

PM Modis courageous
decision was appreciated
by many but was also
criticized on a more
rational level. “A despotic
action” was the term
given to demonetization
by Nobel laureate Indian
Economist Amartya Sen.
Raghuram  Rajan, the
former RBI  Governor
warned the government
of its short term
repercussions and also
explained that it is not the
right time in our economy
to implement such a step.
RBI was criticized for not
stating the exact figures of
eliminated black money.

Tracing a year’s progress
of demonetization, the
income tax return files for
the year 2016-2017 grew
25 percent. 9.1 million new
taxpayers were added to the
list which is contradicting
to PM Modji’s statement of
new 5.7 million taxpayers
to be listed.

Though it was a brave
and risky decision taken
by the Modi government,
to some extent it proved to
be effective while at some
level it cracked down and
shattered on its way.

Again!’

he has wooed many Indian
entrepreneurs and students
to US. He criticized China
throughout his campaign,
described it as one of the
US’s top adversaries. That
could be an advantage to
India. In accordance with
the Indo-Pak dispute,
Trump labelled Pakistan
as semi-stable and safe
haven for terrorists. Trump
and Modi spoke at length
about military cooperation
during the Rose Garden
ceremony where the two
leaders called the security
partnership incredibly
important and said both
nations  would  work
together to destroy radical
Islamic terrorism. In this
way Donald Trump and the
US government can have a
large influence and impact
on India in coming years.

This one year of Trump’s
presidency was something
that not only the US but the
entire world was not ready
for. Drastic and extremist
policies were implemented,
harsh remarks were made,
critics were on the forefront
and ‘Make America Great
Again’ is the slogan that
resonated in the entire
country.

The candles are many, but the light is one

Nirmeeti Patole, FYBMM

The words “preacher
of spirituality with the
thread of Buddhism tied
in Tibet” would ring only
one bell in a person’s
mind. Dalai Lama has
been the most influential
and inspirational in the
world, and a catalyst in
motivating society. One
must have heard about him
countlessly - sometimes
because of his divine and
holy attitude, but mostly
because he was refugee in
India.

Many mistake “Dalai
Lama” to be a name. It is,
in fact, a title given to the
spiritual leader of Tibetan
people. There have been 14
so far. The title was created
by Altan Khan, the Prince
of Shunyi, granted by the
Ming dynasty in 1578.
The title has a beautiful
meaning - “Dalai” means
“ocean” and “Lama” means
“a celibate priest”.

Dalai Lama is considered
to be a living incarnation of
God. He is a crucial figure,
for he has always inculcated
good values and morals,
and treasured humanity
and human principles
with utmost divinity since
a long time. All the 14
incarnations of Dalai Lama
have scaled great heights

and peaks of spirituality.
The journey of Dalai Lama
has not been that easy, and
is enthralling and inspiring
at the same time.

The Dalai Lamas had

humble beginnings.
The first one to assume
the title was Gendun
Drup. Born into a simple
nomadic family, he
became an erudite. He was
posthumously awarded the
title of the first Dalai Lama
two centuries later.

Next in this wonderful
series was Gendun Gyatso
Palzangpo  (1474-1492).
Being a renowned scholar,
composer of  mystical
poetry, great teacher, and
his urge to serve the monks
granted him the Dalai
Lama title.

The 3rd Dalai Lama,
Sonam Gyatso was born
in Tolung near Lhasa.
He was a phenomenal
scholar and teacher with

magnificent spiritual
maturity, enormous bank
of knowledge and wisdom,
and was a master in divinity
and immateriality, making
an impression through his
passionate service.

The 4th Dalai Lama was
Yonten Gyatso, the great
grandson of Altan Khan.
He was The first non-
Tibetan Dalai Lama. His
contribution as a Dalai
Lama was remarkable
and worth appreciating.
Yonten Gyatso died at the
age of 27 under suspicious
circumstances and his chief
attendant, Sonam Rapten,
went on to search for the
5th Dalai Lama.

The 5th Dalai Lama was
Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso
(1642-1682). His reign
was noteworthy for the
expansion of literature
and prosperity of cultural
and economic life that
occurred.

The 6th Dalai Lama was
Tsangyang Gyatso (1697-
1706). He was born near
Tawang, now in India, and
picked out in 1685 but not
enthroned until 1697 when
the death of the Fifth was
announced. After 16 years
of study as a novice monk,
in 1702 in his 20th year
he rejected full ordination
and gave up his monk’s
robes and monastic life,
preferring the lifestyle of a
layman.

The 7th was Kelzang
Gyatso; the 8th was
Jamphel Gyatso; the 9th
was Lungtok Gyatso the
10th was Tsultrim Gyatso;
the 1I1th was Khedrup
Gytso; the 12th was Trinley
Gyatso; the 13th was
Thubten Gyatso.

The 14th and the current
Dalai Lama is Tenzin
Gyatso. “Happiness is not
something readymade,
it comes from our own
actions” These are golden
words of the wisest and the
kindest man. The current
Dalai Lama is really a calm
and intellectual person
with a deep heart. This 14th
incarnation has become
idol and role model
for many. His actions,
reactions, soothing words,
affection,  unconditional
love, and the burning desire
to bring about innovation

and progress - all speak and
mean a lot.

During the 1959 Tibetan
uprising, he fled to India
where he currently lives as
a refugee.

The 14th Dalai Lama has
received many accolades.

He was awarded the
prestigious Nobel Peace
Prize in 1939. He has

explored and discovered
himself, as well as the
world with his tireless work
and self-esteem. He has
spoken about the welfare
and progress of Tibetans
and gave a dynamic shape
to the overall development
of Tibetan people. The
Dalai Lama has spoken and
given insights on various
distinct topics including
women’s right and women’s
empowerment, interfaith
dialogue. He has been
charismatic star to know
and master subjects like
Astronomy, Physics,
Buddhism, and Science.
Due to his powerful
attitude towards life and
exceptionally excellent
humanity  spirit, many
people have predicted that
the 14th Dalai Lama could
be the last incarnation of
the mighty and enormous
lineage. The man is
internationally appreciated
and has inspired us a lot
and will continue to do so.

HALL OF FAME

DR. SHAK

SINGH

The person that was
popularly known for
her firm personality,
discipline and strictness
was former Principal
Dr. (Mrs.) Shakuntala
A. Singh. She joined the
College on the 15th of
September, 1975. She
started her journey with
the college as a lecturer.

UNTALA A.

She was very proficient
reader and one of the
favourite professors
among the students.
She set a benchmark
by being an excellent
principal and an inspi-
ration for hundreds. She
retired on the 28th of
February, 2017.

Mrs. Gauri Tirmare,

the  former  vice-
principal  of  junior
college, began her
journey  with  the

College on the 21st of
June, 1982. The journey

DEEPAK MURDESHWAR

One of the
coordinators of self-
financing courses
is ~ Mr.  Deepak
Murdeshwar. Albeit
having a  firm
personality and
strict behaviour,
the students made a
soft corner in them

RAMKUMAR IYER

for him for the nice
person that he was.
After joining on
the 19th of August,
2002, he made a
relationship with the
students as well as the
staff members. He
retired on the 30th of
June, 2017.

GAURI TIRMARE

to the post of vice
principal was not so
easy. She achieved her
status by hard work and
passion. She worked as
an assistant teacher in
the beginning.

The Department of
Accountancy was han-
dled by Mr. Ramkumar
Kalyankrishnan  Iyer
and was the best in his
field. Being excellent in
his work and working
in time was his motto.
He started his duty on

PRAKASH MORE

This journey doesn’t
end with the teach-
ing staff but encom-
passes all other ac-
tivities like physical
education, to name
a few. PE was mainly
handled and run by
Mr. Prakash More.
Having a per-sonali-
ty as hard as rock, he
helped many students
to attain awards for

college. Joining on
the 1st of July, 1985,
he started imparting
precious knowledge
about physical health
and its importance.
He initially participat-
ed in all the activities
and inspired many
around himself to do
the same. Hey retired
on the 30th of April,
2017.

the 23rd of July, 1985.
He displayed hard work
and dedication since
the Dbeginning after
joining as assistant pro-
fessor and then a pro-
fessor. He retired on the
31st of October, 2017.
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Khelotsav - Celebrating Sports

Namisha Kondaskar,
FYBMM

Vidya Prasarak Mandal’s
Joshi-Bedekar College hosted
its intercollegiate sports festi-
val for the sixth consecutive
year on the 8th and 9th of
December, 2017. Mr. Rajesh
Madhavi and Mrs. Pratibha
Madhavi from the Thane
Gaurav Foundation, who were
the title sponsors for the event
as well as the chief guests,
inaugurated the event. This
year the event was immense-
ly special for everyone as it
was officially renamed as the
‘Khelotsav’

Khelotsav, a two-day affair,
was first organized in 2012
when it was simply known as
“Sports Festival’, and is still
continuing to gain popularity
every year. This intercollegiate
sports festival was initiated
with the aim of developing a
sports spirit amongst the stu-
dents. For the past five years,
the festival has helped to in-
culcate in students the values
of sportsmanship, leadership,
teamwork and much more.

The event commenced at
about 11 in the morning and
ended around 5:30 in the eve-

ning. The event consisted of
various games with both men
and women categories. Along
with outdoor games like kho-
kho, football and tug of war,
Khelotsav also included in-
door games like chess, table
tennis, carom, etc. The main
highlight of the event was the
Best Physique Competition
organized for men of different
weight categories. Like every
year this competition enjoyed
huge participation of students
from all over Mumbai and
Thane region. The winner of
this competition was awarded

with the Khelotsav Champion
trophy.

The winning students of
all the events were felicitated
by certificates and medals.
Gold, silver and bronze med-
als were awarded to the first,
second, and third ranked win-
ners respectively. The college
winning the maximum prizes
and having the topmost score
in the event was awarded the
rolling trophy. This year B. P.
C. A. College of Wadala won
the rolling trophy.

Khelotsav 2017 witnessed
involvement of numerous col-

leges from the Mumbai Uni-
versity. Students participated
in Khelotsav not only from
Thane and Palghar district but
also from all over Mumbai.
About seventy colleges partic-
ipated this year. An indepen-
dent PR team was appointed
for personally inviting more
than eighty colleges under the
Mumbai University to Khelot-
sav. This team wholeheartedly
worked for the success of the
event. Also, the Gymkhana
and Sports Academy Com-
mittee collectively took an ini-
tiative in promoting the event

through e-PR. An event page
named ‘Khelotsav’ was creat-
ed on social media platforms
like Facebook and Instagram
which created a buzz about
the sports event. The sponsors
were also promoted through
e-PR. The intention behind
this initiative was to protect
the environment by ending
the tradition of promotion by
printed brochures.

On the day of the event, all
the student volunteers and the
non-teaching staff came early
in the morning to make ar-
rangements for the event, and
the participants also reached
early regardless of the smog
and inferior air quality in
Thane. This act of the students
and staff clearly portrays their
devotion towards the event
and also the reputation of
Khelotsav.

“I feel privileged to be a
part of the core committee.
Khelotsav helped me incul-
cate leadership and manage-
rial skills. My team members
and both, the teaching and
non-teaching staff, has con-
tributed immensely to make
this event a successful one,”
said Ms. Nikita Joshi, the GYS
of Joshi-Bedekar College.
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THE RAIDER WHO STOOD
AGAINST ALL ODDS

Kapil Mandhare, a student of
Joshi-Bedekar College, seems all
fired up to achieve his goal to be
the best of all the kabaddi players
in the country. His journey towards
kabaddi started from his time in his
village in Wai, Dhawdi. He would
go with his grandfather to work
on their farm, and always take the
cattle to drink water. The calves
would run all around the field and
he would have to catch them. Seeing
him being so active, his grandfather
would then send him on purpose.
Slowly he started racing with the
calves and ran at the hills aimlessly.

One fateful day, his father’s friend
from Mumbeai visited his village and
said to Kapil’s father, “If your son is
so athletic and active, send him to
Mumbai and let him join a sports
club” Acting on the advice, his fa-
ther later decided to send him to
Thane at his maternal uncle’.

Kapil started his professional
journey towards kabaddi at the age
of 13. When he was fifteen, he got
selected for kabaddi for the School
National Camp, but had to ditch the
idea for his SSC examination. After
he admitted himself into Joshi-Be-
dekar College, where he got a better
platform to prove himself as the fin-
est kabaddi player. He won a num-
ber of accolades while in college.

The support of his friends and
mentors was an encouragement for
him and also increased his love for
kabaddi. His coaches, Mr. Rajendra
Munankar and Mr. Hareshwar Koli

played a very important role in his
life in moulding him as a fine ka-
baddi player and supported him
unconditionally.

Life wasn’t always easy for Kapil.
When he was in the 12th grade, his
father and him were at an impasse -
he could either choose to study en-
gineering or leave the house. With-
out a second thought, Kapil left the
house and took shelter at platform
number 4 of Thane railway station
for a week. After his maternal uncle
came to know of it, he brought Ka-
pil back home and briefed his father
about the situation. Seeing his love
for the sport, his father permitted
him to play the sport. Kapil assured
him by saying, “The result of my
work shall be in front of your eyes
in the next two years”

Within a year, he went on to
play All India University Kabaddi
Championship at the national level,
when he was nineteen, and it rained
awards thereafter. He was award-
ed as the Athlete Champion of
Joshi-Bedekar College twice - in the
academic years 2014-15 and 2017-
18. His progress earned him the
trust of his family members as well.
Dr. (Mrs.) Shakuntala A. Singh, the
then principal of Joshi-Bedekar
College had described Kapil as “the
strongest man of Joshi-Bedekar
College”

Kapil Mandhare has always prov-
en himself whenever necessary, and
showed the people how wrong they
were underestimating him. Kapil's
story is something to learn from,
and truly one for the books.
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